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SYNOPSIS 
 

It gives me great satisfaction to report that serious crime in West Chester decreased a total of 

9% during calendar year 2004. As you may know, crime is classified, counted, and reported in 

two distinctly different categories. These categories are known by statisticians and researchers as 

Part I crime and Part II crime, respectively. Part I crimes consist of those crimes that one may 

consider to be the most serious crimes affecting society and are comprised of a very specific sub-

set of crimes that are routinely reported to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and forwarded to 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation for comparison with other municipalities of similar size and 

demographics. Part II crimes, on the other hand, are defined as any crime other than Part I crime 

and are generally considered to be less serious crimes, even nuisance crimes, tending to impact 

the quality of life only of those specifically affected by this secondary level of crime. 

I am pleased to report that Part I crimes decreased 8% overall during calendar year 2004 from 

999 such crimes reported during 2003 to 924 such crimes during 2004.  The importance of this 

statistic should be significant to our many and varied citizenry.  For instance, many fears 

associated with crime may be reduced in the minds of West Chester’s citizens and business 

owners in the knowledge that serious crime reported to and by our Department has actually and 

literally been reduced by 8% during the last calendar year.  This is also an important statistic for 

those individuals considering moving their families and/or businesses into our community(s) as it 

is a statistic that can be compared nationwide against other municipalities of similar size and 

demographics and a statistic that is easily accessible by those seeking such information in their 

decision-making process.  Down are the crimes of Rape, Robbery, Aggravated Assault, Burglary, 

Theft, Motor Vehicle Theft, and Arson. There has not been a reported Homicide in West Chester 

for over five 5 years.   

 



In 2004 the West Chester Police Department reported a 14% increase in Part II crimes.  During 

the calendar year 2004 the department reported 1903 crimes in comparison to the 1654 reported 

in 2003.  Although this figure is not reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 

comparison purposes, it is a statistic that affects the overall quality of life of those of us living 

and/or working in West Chester.  This 14% increase in reported Part II crimes can very 

realistically be viewed another way. For instance, we can say that there were 249 more victims of 

nuisance crime during 2004.  Community sensitivity(s) coupled with proactive and aggressive 

enforcement of nuisance crimes resulted in a significant increase in Public Drunkenness, Noise 

Ordinance, Open Bottle Ordinance arrests, as well as increased number of Disorderly Conduct 

arrests.   With the growing success and transition of our Central Business District there has been 

an increased demand for police services.  Overall the police department handled 15% more calls 

for service in 2004 in comparison to 2003 and 25% more calls in 2004 in comparison to the year 

2000.  This increased volume of calls and/or requests for service is a 5-year trend.  While there is 

a negligible amount of Part I crime in our business district there is identifiably an increased need 

for police services.  With the advent of the popularity of our business establishments and the 

influx of patrons from throughout the tri-state area, as well as West Chester University, the 

demand has increased dramatically.  These issues coupled with varying and often-related 

neighborhood issues presented the largest challenge to our department and community in 2004.   

The issues of pedestrian traffic and corridors, the density and number of rental properties as well 

as the current environmental conditions, community and neighborhood demographics and the 

institutional capacity of the police department to staff and meet the increased demands of its 

citizenry represent the continued challenges as we move into 2005.  The community should be as 

pleased as I am with the enforcement efforts and activity of its police department in meeting this 

complex challenge in 2004. 

 

Traffic accidents reported to and investigated by the West Chester Police Department (with the 

sub-categories of reportable accidents and non-reportable accidents) decreased by approximately 

2% in 2004.  In the calendar year 2004 the Department did not experience a single motor vehicle 

or pedestrian fatality.  

 

In 2004 the department continued its efforts towards professional police accreditation through the 

statewide Pennsylvania Training Commission.  The department continued to pioneer enforcement 

and programming initiatives recognized by the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association and the 

Pennsylvania League of Cities.  In 2004 our department and the Mayor’s Community-Police 



Partnership Team reached a milestone becoming the first group in Pennsylvania to be recognized 

as a mediation group.  The team promotes unity and cooperation accomplished through training 

and an enormous sense of community pride.   

 

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge the Mayor of West Chester Richard Yoder and the members 

of the West Chester Borough Council for their continued support and approval of the police 

department’s staffing levels.  In the calendar year 2004 the police department had an official 

compliment of 45 officers.  Four individual officers each missed a considerable amount of time 

from work for significant injuries and/or serious medical problems. Ptlm. Jeffrey Murray was 

released to active duty with the U. S. Marine Corps in 2004 and remained so at the end of the 

year. Ptlm. Murray has been released to active duty again in 2005.  The department experienced 

three retirements in 2004.  The department is currently three officers short and with your 

commitment the department is in the process of testing and filling those vacancies. 

  

It is with great pride that I present this synopsis of the West Chester Police Department’s Annual 

Report for the calendar year 2004.  It is my sincere hope that this synopsis is both informative to 

you and useful to the various constituencies and individuals we are sworn and privileged to serve. 
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2004 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Executive Summary 
 
General Statistics: 

Total     %Change 
 
Calls for Service  23,073       +15% 
Reported Crime     2,827          +7% 
Criminal Arrests     648         -3% 
Criminal Summonses    1,573         +9% 
Traffic Arrests     1,989          +42% 
Traffic Warnings     823            +28% 
 
Crime Statistics: 
 
Overall Reported Crime                       +7%   up 183 crimes reported 

in 2004 from 2,643 to 2,827 
 

 
Part I Crimes:  -8%   down 75 crimes reported in 

2003 from 999 to 924 in 
2004,lowest total 5 years 

Part I Crimes Defined as: 
 

Murder    0   5 consecutive years without 
a murder 

 
Rape -39%   down 7 from 19, equals 

lowest total in 6 years 

 

Robbery  -31%   down 15 from 48, 2nd 
lowest total in 9 years 

 
Assault +5%   up 12 from 294 to 306 
 
Burglary  -3%   down 7 from 125 to 118 
 



Theft  -10%  down 37 from 425 to 388, 
lowest total in 9 year, has 
decreased 9 consecutive 
years 

 
MV Theft  -16%  down 12 from 76 to 64, 

lowest total in 9 years 

 
Arson  -75%   down 9 from 12 to 3 

 

 

Part II Crimes:  +14%  up 259 crimes reported in 
2004 from 1644 to 1903 

Part II Crimes Defined as: 
all other crimes 
 
Criminal Summonses +9%  up 142 from 1,431 to 1,573 
 

Underage Drinking *-17% down 51 from 294 to 243 
 
Public Drunkenness *+19% up 66 from 347 to 413 
 
Disorderly Conduct *+4  up 13 from 297 to 310 
 
Noise Ordinance +41%  up 65 from 157 to 222 
 
Open Bottle +49%  up 26 from 53 to 79 
 
All Other +8%  up 23 from 283 to 306 

 
 
 
* See combined West Chester Police West Chester Univesity Public Safety chart for 

complete Borough enforcement figures 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Property Loss:  +6%  up $74,832 from 

$1,155,920 to $1,230,752 
 
Robbery  -68%   down $35,687 from $52,445  

 
 
Burglary  +115%  up $82,913 from 
  $71,971 to $154,884 
 
Theft  +51%  up $231,865 from 

$441,635 to $655,500 
 

 Motor Vehicle Theft  -32%   down $186,259 from 
$589,869 to $403,610 

 
Accident Statistics: 
 
Overall Accidents  -2%   down 19 from 1,101 to 1,082 

 
Non-Reportable  -3%  down 24 from 780 to 756 
 
Reportable  +4%  up 3 from 83 to 86 
 
Fatal  -100%  down 1 from 1 to 0 

 
 
Traffic Statistics: 
 

Traffic Arrests  +42%  up 591 from 1,398 to 1,989 
 

Traffic Warnings +28%  up 178 from 645 to 823 
 
Traffic Details +38%  up 186 from 485 to 671 
 
DUI  +6%  up 11 from 183 to 194 
 

 



 
Personnel Assignments 

% of Sworn Staff %of all staff 

Patrol  78%  64% 

Administration  7%  5% 

Criminal Investigation  15%  13% 

Support Staff  —  18% 

 
 
Retirements during 2004 
 
Sergeant Daniel Dixon after 25 years of service 

Sergeant Michael Euler after 28 years of service 

Officer Clifford Downward after 31 years of service 

 

New Hires during 2004 

 

Ptl. Brendon McGeehan  January 5, 2004 

Ptl. Albert McCarthy  March 17, 2004 

Ptl. Gerald DiNunzio  March 17, 2004 

Ptl. Aaron Davis   March 17, 2004 

Ptl. Gregory Cugino  May 19, 2004 

Ptl. Timothy Parker  May 19, 2004 
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GENERAL STATISTICS 

2002 
 

 

 

The General Statistics for the West Chester Police Department during 2004 reveal a 15% 

increase in the number of calls-for-service for the past year and a 25% increase since 

2000. 2004 general statistics also reveal that crime reported to the West Chester Police 

Department increased approximately 6% overall, with an 8% reduction in Part I crime 

and an approximate 14% increase in secondary crime. The significant decrease in serious 

crime points toward a continued positive outlook for the community with respect to 

providing a safe environment for our citizenry and our business community.  The 

increase in calls-for-service, coupled by an increase in secondary crime is the biggest 

challenge for our police department and our community. The Police Department is 

extremely proud of our improvement(s) in public safety service and enforcement in our 

community. The elected officials and appointed leaders in our community(s) are 

encouraged to share our collective accomplishments and continue our work in a shared 

vision and goal of a safer community and better quality of life. 
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ACCIDENT ANALYSIS 
 
 

Overall, vehicle crashes reported to and investigated by the West Chester Police 

Department deceased 2% from 2003 to 2004, with a total of 19 fewer accidents occurring 

during 2004. However, the raw numbers do not depict an accurate account of the entire 

picture. Vehicle accidents, more particularly described as “vehicle crashes” as most 

accidents are not quite as “accidental” as one might suspect, should be divided into four 

categories: 1. Reportable Crashes; 2. Non-Reportable Crashes; and 3. Fatalities, and 4. 

Hit and Runs.  

 

 
REPORTABLE CRASHES: 
 
Reportable crashes are defined as those crashes in which the driver, vehicle occupant, 

pedestrian, or bicyclist is injured, or the damage to any vehicle is so severe as to render 

the vehicle inoperable. During the calendar year 2004, reportable crashes increased 

approximately 4% from 83 during 2003 to 86 during 2004. 

 

NON-REPORTABLE CRASHES: 
 
Non-reportable crashes are defined as the converse of reportable crashes. Stated another 

way, non-reportable crashes are those crashes where no one was injured and the vehicle 

was able to be removed from the crash scene under its own power. Although 

Commonwealth law does not require one to report these crashes to the police, some 

individuals and, more particularly, their insurance companies, request a police 

investigation nonetheless. As such, the police department can count those non-reportable 

crashes that are actually reported to the police, but there is no way to know what percent 

of these type crashes is reported or actually occur in the Borough or the Township. Those 

non-reportable crashes reported to the police department decreased by approximately 3% 

from 780 during 2003 to 750 during 2004. 



 
FATALITIES: 
 
Fatal crashes decreased by 100% during 2004 from 1 during 2003 to 0 during the 
calendar year 2004. 
 
 
 
HIT AND RUN 
 
As a general rule, the driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in damage to 

a vehicle or other property shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident 

or as close thereto as possible and shall remain at the scene of the accident until he has 

fulfilled the requirements as promulgated in the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code, Title 

75; relating to the duty to give/provide information and render aid if necessary.  In too 

many instances individuals involved in motor vehicle crashes ignore their obligation and 

leave the scene of the “accident”. Those hit and run crashes reported to the police 

department increased by approximately 1% from 237 during 2003 to 240 during 2004. 
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DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
 
 

The West Chester Police Department places high emphasis on searching for DUI drivers 

in an attempt to lower fatalities in our service communities due to alcohol and/or drug 

related vehicle crashes and to lessen the overall personal injury and property loss due to 

vehicle crashes. During the calendar year 2003, the police department arrested 183 

individuals for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs. That was the highest of 

any Chester County law enforcement agency and an achievement for which the police 

department was honored in 2004 by the Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 

organization. During the calendar year 2004 the West Chester Police Department realized 

a 6% increase in DUI arrests by handling 194 such incidents.  The increased number of 

liquor establishments in our community increases the probability and likelihood that a 

larger number of individuals will attempt to drive while intoxicated. Although statistics 

are not yet available from other Chester County law enforcement agencies, I suggest that 

our figures in this category are again the highest in Chester County. 
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TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT STATISTICS 
 

 

 

Specific emphasis was placed on the productivity of our uniformed officers during 2004 

with high expectations for specific results. Traffic arrests issued by the West Chester 

Police Department increased 42% during calendar year 2004.  The enforcement of our 

state vehicular laws is an essential and important service to the residents and visitors of 

our communities. The issuance of “written traffic warnings” increased 28% in the 

calendar year 2004.  In addition to the department’s enforcement efforts the department 

increased it’s total number of “traffic details” in our service communities by 38%.  In 

2004 the department added computer hardware and software technology that will benifit 

our community in the assessment of current vehicular traffic and aid in future traffic 

planning in our communities and the surrounding communities. 

 

The increased emphasis during 2004 on the Department’s traffic safety goals and 

objectives is a double edged sword and this special cautionary note should be recalled at 

the end of 2005 when next year’s annual report is presented. The cautionary note, 

specifically, has to do with the number of calls-for-service during 2004. Vehicle stops for 

traffic violations are not counted as a call-for-service.  Each of the last five years has 

been marked by a significant increase in the Department’s calls-for-service.  Additionally 

the department actively engages in the issuance of parking tickets for both local 

ordinance violations and state laws, (8,085 in 2004).  The officers are required to satisfy 

daily court obligations at 5 separate locations, (3 District Courts, Common Pleas Court, 

Juvenile Court).  The above stated factors in addition to the department’s level of staffing 

and staffing requirements significantly impact our traffic enforcement statistics. Our 

citizenry should be pleased with the efforts and productivity of our uniformed personnel 

in 2004. 
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NON-TRAFFIC CITATIONS  
 

 
Non-traffic citations are the official name in Pennsylvania for the issuance of a criminal 

summons for violation of a summary criminal offense, the lowest of all criminal offenses 

in the Commonwealth. More specifically, it is similar to a traffic ticket in that a police 

officer may stop an individual and issue a summons on a minor criminal offense, such as 

a quality of life violation, or mail the summons to the offender’s residence at a later date. 

During 2004, the West Chester Police Department issued 1,573 such criminal summons 

for minor quality of life violations, such as disorderly conduct and similar offenses. This 

represents a 9% increase in the issuance of summons from 2003.  During the calendar 

year 2004 the department was recognized for, and presented, its enforcement strategies 

and programs to the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association and the Pennsylvania 

League of Cites and Municipalities. 
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ANIMAL CONTROL RESPONSES 
 

 

The West Chester Police Department responded to 213 animal control responses and/or 

calls-for- service during calendar year 2004.   The following is an analysis of those calls 

for service: 

 

      2004 

    West Chester Borough East Bradford Township 

Service Call - Animal      63 (55)   70  (61) 

Barking Dog       22 (19)   2    (18) 

Dog Bite       2   (2)   1    (0) 

Other Animal Bite      3   (0)   0    (0) 

Animal at Large      33 (32)   17  (19) 

 

Number in parenthesis - actual service calls 2003 
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ALARM ACTIVATION MANAGEMNT 

 

In 2004 the Department managed alarm activations and activity for both West Chester 

Borough and East Bradford Township. The following information was accurate as of 

January 1, 2005.  The Borough collected $12,725 in false alarm fines in the Borough and 

$4,100 in fines for East Bradford Township.  The implementation of an automated Alarm 

enforcement program has resulted in the reduction of false alarms and the required police 

response in each consecutive year since the inception of this program in 1999-2000.   The 

Township experienced a reduction in 2004 the first full year the department automated 

and managed the alarm enforcement program.  

 

*See Alarm Activation Charts 2000-2004 

 
 
 
 



 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLGY 
 
 
Unit Highlights: 

 

• Completion of Police Department Radio System Installation 

• GIS 

• Video Surveillance System 

• Emergency Operations  

• Alarm Activation Enforcement 

• Dispatch Report 

• Information Technology  

• Telecommunications  

• Uninterrupted Power Supply Report-Municipal Building 

 
2004 was very busy and productive year for our communications unit, and our chief 

communications and technology officer.  Several projects were started and completed 

during the year, which are detailed in this report. 

 

Police Radio Communication System  

 

The department began exploration of an upgraded communications system in September 

2002.  This extensive and complicated project was finally completed in November of 

2004 when the department accepted the installation from Motorola and entered our one 

(1) year warranty phase. The upgraded system allows the West Chester Police 

Department the ability to communicate directly with police officers in West Goshen, 

West Chester University, the Pennsylvania State Police and Chester County 911 center.  

Additionally the system permits the use of digital transmission and/or technology.  These 

features and the systems functionality helps ensure the safety of our officers and the 

public they serve. 



GIS 

 

In early 2004 the department completed a GIS project in partnership with Chester County 

to connect geographical information with the West Chester Police Department’s crime 

data (Visual Alert) in an effort to make it possible to create crime maps for reporting and 

planning purposes. This project has been completed and crime and statistical reports can 

now be produced. 

 

In 2004 employee(s) attended training at ESRI Incorporated and received certification in 

the following areas: 

• Introduction to ArcGIS I 

• Introduction to ArcGIS II 

 

Video Surveillance System  

 

The department’s video surveillance system was upgraded from a VHS system to a 

digital (DVD or CD) system. The improvements that this new system provides the police 

department are: 

 

 More efficient searches from any computer on the local area network. 

 The ability to save incidents on a CD-R or DVD disc for playback on any computer 

with a CD or DVD drive. 

 Enhanced security. There is no longer the need for videotapes to be rotated and 

placed in and out of service. 

 The VHS equipment was not placed out of service and now acts as a back up to the 

new digital equipment offering our department a back-up system for the video, which 

was not available prior to this installation. 



 

Emergency Operations  

 

As planned in late 2004, Room 240 in West Chester Borough Hall was pre-planned as an 

Emergency Operations Room. The following were purchased and installed: 

 

 3 phone lines installed 

 2 network [local area network] lines installed. 

 3 single phones purchased and labeled.  

 3 power point projectors purchased.  

 1 desktop workstation purchased.  

 2 laptops purchased.  

 

The emergency operations room was placed into service one time in 2004 (Correa 

kidnapping) and the department was able to have it in service with computer/network 

access and telecommunications service to over 200 federal, state and municipal officers 

in less than one hour. 

 

Dispatch 

 

Full Time Dispatch staffing did not change in 2004. Full Time personnel have remained 

consistent without any turnover since July 2000.  Two part time dispatchers worked 

occasionally throughout 2004. Upon reviewing this situation the department found that 

these two part time employees were working so inconsistently that they could not be 

depended on to cover shifts or be of any true asset to the full-time staff. An additional 

part-time dispatcher was hired in late 2004 and began training in November. All of the 

hours that had been given to the previous two part time dispatchers will be assigned to 

this employee 2005 and she will have a set schedule. This employee is also available to 

start as a full time dispatcher should a vacancy occur. This was not the case with the 

previous two (2) part time employees. 



The dispatchers performed their jobs in a dependable and professional manner throughout 

the year and we are very proud of each and every one of them. There were no major 

complaints directed towards the dispatch personnel either by their co-workers (police 

officers) or the citizens they serve. 

 

Information Technology 

 

Throughout the year information technology assistance and management was provided to 

all of the departments and offices in our municipality including the Public Works 

Department and both Sewer Plants.  

As planned several information technology projects were started and completed during 

2004.  

As planned several technology projects were started and completed during 2004. 

These projects included: 

 The replacement of the borough’s exchange (mail) server. 

 Improving the security and functionality of the three (3) borough servers with the 

installation of a secure server cabinet. All servers are now housed in a secure; self 

powered and insulated cabinet that is located in the police records office. 

 The addition of an independent uninterrupted power supply (UPS) for the borough’s 

three (3) servers. 

 The purchase and installation of information technology software which provides all 

employees with the ability to enter “work orders” which are available through the 

“Track-It” software as well as Microsoft Outlook. 

 The addition of a back-up file server, which is on stand-by at the East Bradford 

Township Building. The exchange server that had been retired earlier in the year was 

re-formatted and setup for this task. This additional back-up server should be in 

service in 2005. 

 Our network remains protected by the ATT managed firewall system, Symantec’s 

Corporate Norton Anti-Virus and the Postini filtering system. Our network was not 

down at anytime during 2004 as a result of an infection or Trojan horse event. 



 Uninterrupted Power Supplies were installed at the server and most computers at 

Public Works. 

 New computer installed and setup for the Public Works Director. 

 Two (2) new computers installed and setup at the Taylor Run Sewer plant. 

 As planned several computers were upgraded in the municipal building in 2004. 

 

Telecommunications 

 

As a result of continued unreliable service the police department recommended a switch 

to a new service provider for our telecommunications system in April 2004.  Our research 

found that there was only one area dealer who provided service on our equipment. This 

service provider was interviewed and we entered into a service contract with their firm. 

The telecommunications system continues to be serviced by the new vendor.  Although 

the telephone system performed well throughout 2004, it is aging and service will 

become challenging in the near future. We have begun research in the direction of 

upgrading or replacing this system at some point in the future. 

 

Uninterrupted Power Supply – Municipal Building 

 

In July 2004, the municipal building’s uninterrupted power supply failed, leaving the 

building without UPS protection for several weeks. The service provider was contacted 

and stated that 32 new batteries were needed and installation would be at least 30 days 

away. It is important to note that the vendors main office is now located in California 

which accounts for their (unacceptable) delays in service. A new vendor was contacted 

and provided new batteries and installation within a week. This UPS unit is essential to 

the municipal building; however it is vital to the police department emergency dispatch 

operations. The original UPS system is in need of replacement and working together with 

the new vendor and the Department of Public Works a planned replacement of the UPS 

system will be completed in 2005. 



 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 
 
In 2004 four (4) investigators, two (2) Narcotics Officers, and one (1) Juvenile Officer 

staffed the Criminal Division.   During 2004 the Criminal Division investigated 180 

cases, clearing 161 cases.  53 arrests were made as a result of their investigations. Each 

case and arrest made by the criminal unit is significant to the victim(s) and our 

community.  One of the more noteworthy cases the unit investigated in 2004 was the 

Correa Kidnapping, a case involving the coordinated efforts of over 200 federal, state and 

local law enforcement officers.  The case concluded with the successful arrest of three 

individuals, and the recovery and safe return of the victim.  The Correa matter is now 

being federally prosecuted.  In addition to the kidnapping charges the actors involved 

face additional charges of firing upon, and at, local and federal officers.  The Department 

was recognized at local, state and federal levels for its management and investigation of 

this incident.   In addition to the traditional forms of criminal investigation the unit has 

and continues to investigate new forms of serious criminal activity requiring specialized 

skills and training (Computer, internet, fraud, etc).  

 

The Criminal Division handled over 900 items of evidence and upgraded the evidence 

room. The evidence facility was computerized and a bar code system was implemented to 

improve the efficiency of evidence and property retrieval.  A video storage cabinet, gun 

storage lockers, and computerized station were added to enhance the efficiency and 

retrieval of those items and to transition the evidence room to meet the changing needs of 

the department.   The Criminal Division Office was modified to create additional and 

more efficient workspace for the investigators in 2004.  

  
In 2004 the West Chester Police Department Narcotics Unit was involved in significant 

number of major drug investigations. These investigations impacted the communities we 

serve and in many instance our surrounding communities.  The most significant and 

comprehensive investigation the West Chester Police Department Drug Unit investigated 

was the 340 W. Washington Street case.  This investigation was a two (2) year 

comprehensive joint and multi-jurisdictional drug investigation initiated by the West 



Chester Narcotics unit and involved the Pennsylvania State Police, the Chester County 

District Attorney’s office, the Delaware State Police, New Castle County, DE police and 

other municipal agencies.  The original focus of the investigation was centered in and 

around the area of 300 Block of West Washington St. in the Borough.  During the course 

of the investigation it became apparent that the activity was a well defined, widespread, 

and structured enterprise with ties, participants and illegal activities in various 

jurisdictions in Chester County, as well as outside the Commonwealth.  Significant 

amounts of cocaine, ecstasy, marijuana, and PCP- laced marijuana were seized during the 

investigation.  Numerous vehicles, property and household belongings were confiscated.  

This investigation culminated with the arrest of numerous individuals responsible for 

approximately 60% of the cocaine and drug traffic in our municipality.  It was the largest 

single investigation ever conducted in West Chester Borough.  The drug unit also 

disrupted a major drug operation at 118 N. New Street and the associated narcotics traffic 

in the area of New & Chestnut Street.  As evidenced by the number of investigations and 

the different agencies involved in our investigations the community should understand 

that our individual and coordinated efforts were, and will continue to be, brought to 

accomplish our specific narcotics enforcement goals.   

 

The juvenile officer is the Liaison between our schools, courts and family agencies. The 

juvenile officer investigated over 46 Juvenile cases that resulted in arrests and referrals to 

various county agencies. The juvenile officer assisted the Patrol Division with a large 

number of Juvenile related problems and criminal activity. At the request of the West 

Chester Area School District Administration the juvenile office coordinated the drug 

sweep by the West Chester Police Department at Henderson High School in 2004.  The 

juvenile office works directly with the West Chester Police Athletic League and serves 

on its board of directors.  The juvenile officer is routinely involved with the West Chester 

Recreation Department and similar agencies; helping to promote unity and understanding 

between the community and the West Chester Police Department.  In 2004 the juvenile 

officer also managed, planned, and coordinated DARE training in our elementary 

schools.  This involved the supervision of six DARE officers with the continued support 

of the West Cheater Area School District.  



 
ERT 

 
The objective of the West Chester Regional Emergency Response Team (ERT) and its 

primary responsibility   is to provide and maintain a specially trained unit to resolve those 

incidents generally beyond the normal scope of regular patrol personnel and equipment. 

 
Personnel: 
 
In 2004 the West Chester Regional ERT was comprised of forty (40) well-trained police 

officers from five (5) separate jurisdictions; West Chester (11), West Goshen (12), 

Westtown-East Goshen (11), Easttown (3), Uwchlan (4) and a five (5) member board of 

Chiefs.  The compliment of officers consists of seven (7) highly trained negotiators and 

four (4) equally trained snipers. 

 
Calls for Service: 
 
The West Chester Regional ERT was activated and responded to four (4) incidents in the 

calendar year 2004.  Each call for service and/or operation was successful in its planning, 

implementation and execution.  Each resulted in a successful outcome. 

 
DATE        E.R.T. No.      TYPE OF SERVICE  REQUESTING AGENCY       LOCATION 
 
4/13/2004      2004-01          Search Warrant  West Chester P.D.                328 W. Washington St. 
 
6/17/2004      2004-02          Search Warrant                  West Chester P.D.               118 N. New St. 
   
7/27/2004      2004-03          Barricade  West Chester P.D.                404 N. Darlington St. 
  
10/8/2004      2004-04          Presidential Protection       Downingtown P.D.             Manor Ave. 
 
In addition to the calls-for-service the team participated in mock exercises during the 
calendar year 2004. 



 
Training: 
 
During the calendar year 2004 the West Chester Regional ERT engaged in the following 

types of exercises: 

Tactical:  dynamic entry, wooded area searches, policy/procedure, stress induced 

shooting, night-time wooded area searches, radio repairs during operations, munitions 

training with breaching, distraction and gas rounds- certifying officers, hostage rescue 

training, gas exposure training preceded by gas munitions training and barricaded person 

scenarios.  Additionally the entire team was involved in intensive tactical training at Fort 

Indian Town Gap and mock call-outs to test preparation and readiness.  The monthly 

training exercises always include physical training.  This training included, but was not 

limited to; rugged cross country running, sprinting, hill training, sit-ups, pull-ups, leg 

lifts, jumping jacks and obstacle courses including an officer down rescue. Every month 

the ERT engages in range training.  This training included the following in 2004; combat 

course(s), qualifications with all weapons systems, gas mask shooting qualifications, 

weapons nomenclature class(s) on the AR-15 and pistol shooting, pistol shooting on 

obstacle course(s).  Individual officers attended specialized schools including, 

Negotiator’s Basic School, Hostage Rescue School and the NTOA SWAT Basic Training 

School. 

 
Vehicles: 
 
The West Chester ERT currently has bee assigned and utilizes two (2) vehicles: 
 
West Chester- 1988 Ford Diesel Van  

West Goshen- 1988 Chevrolet Box Van 
 



 
RECORDS DIVISION 

 
The West Chester Police Department Records Division was staffed with two (2) full-time 

employees in 2004. The second full time Records Clerk position was filled in May 2004 

after a lengthy vacancy filling a critical need for the department. 

During the year of 2004 the West Chester Police Department Records Division 
accomplished the following: 

1. The court ordered expungement of over 102 criminal history files. 

2. The collection of $11,100 in fees for reports. 

3. Assisted the Chester County District Attorney’s Office by collating and 

processing over 920 case files requested by the Chester County District 

Attorney’s Office. 

4. In compliance with the Municipal Records Act the West Chester Police 

Department Records Division archived old UCR Complaint Cards, Citations, and 

duplicate incident reports.  

5. The West Chester Police Department Records Division separately computerized 

and documented all use of force incidents, prisoner logs and custody information 

as well as special occurrence forms for the administrative staff for the purposes 

of administrative review and assessment. 

6. The West Chester Police Department Records Division also collated and filed 

over 3,000 crime reports, over 1,000 accident reports, processed over 3,500 

summonses and managed court scheduling for police personnel. 
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FLEET MANAGEMENT 
 

The 2004 West Chester Police Department fleet management report contains a yearly 

summary and list of vehicles currently maintained by the department. 

      Vehicle            Year/Make       2004 Total Miles   Ending Mileage     Purpose/Usage 

01-14 2002 Ford 16,326 57,016 Patrol 

01-15 2003 Ford 20,088 28,567 Patrol 

01-16 2004 Ford 3,547 3,547 Patrol 

01-17 2003 Ford 20,568 32,338 Patrol 

01-18 2001 Ford 15,694 49,807 Patrol 

01-19 2004 Ford 13,747 15,476 Patrol 

(Expedition) 

01-20 2003 Ford 13,078 49,738 Patrol 

01-21 2003 Ford 18,111 36,586 Patrol 

(Expedition) 

01-22 2003 Ford 16,901 41,650 Patrol 

01-23 2004 Ford 3,899 4,732 Patrol 

01-13 1988 Harley - 9,232 Traffic-

Motorcycle 

01-24 1999 Chevrolet - 86,099 Traffic-Utility 

01-25 1990 Ford - 158,802 ERT 

01-40 2001 Ford - 44,442 Administration 

01-42 1999 Ford - 89,768 Administration 

01-43 1999 Chrysler - 41,127 Administration 

01-D1 2000 Ford - 55,502 Detectives 

01-D2 2000 Ford - 70,057 Detectives 

01-D3 2000 Ford - 74,945 Detectives 

01-41 2000 Ford - 57,613 Juvenile 

 

*2004 Total Estimated Patrol Mileage:  148,876 

           Estimated Township Mileage:       44,839 



 

 

West Chester Police Department 

Fleet Management - General Statistics 

2004 
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Vehicle 

Fleet 

Population *17,861 *9,405 Marked Cars 9 

Area/Square 

Miles 

1.8 15.37 Unmarked 

Cars 

1 

Total Highway 

Miles 

33.44 70.52 Detectives 4 

Municipal 

Highway Miles 

27.34 47.26 Administrative 3 

State Highway 

Miles 

6.09 23.26 Special 

Purpose 

3 

   Total Vehicles 20 

 
*Source: US Census Bureau, Census 2000 



PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS 
 

The current personnel allotment for the West Chester Police Department is 55 

individuals.  Of those 45 are sworn personnel (police officers) and 10 are staff support 

(non-sworn personnel). With respect to the sworn personnel, 78% are assigned to the 

patrol function to respond to calls-for-service. Of the remaining 22%, 15% are assigned 

to the criminal investigative function and conduct follow-up investigations for those 

assigned to the patrol function to allow them additional time to perform proactive patrols. 

The remaining 7% are the administration staff in the police department, including the 

Chief of Police and two Lieutenants, all of whom will from time to time respond to calls-

for-service and/or provide assistance to those assigned to the criminal and patrol 

functions. The following is a statistical analysis of personnel assignments in the police 

Department: 

 
Function      % of Sworn Staff   % of All Staff 
 
Patrol       78%            64% 

Administration     7%            5% 

Criminal Investigation    15%            13% 

Support Staff      N/A            18% 

 
When reviewing personnel assignments and distribution within the West Chester Police 

Department it is important to consider the information in context.  In the calendar year 2004, four 

individual officers each missed a considerable amount of time from work for significant injuries 

and/or serious medical problems. Ptlm. Jeffrey Murray was released to active duty with the U. S. 

Marine Corps in January 2004 and remained so at the end of the year. Ptlm. Murray has been 

released to active duty again in 2005.  Sgt. Daniel Dixon and Ptlm. Clifford Downward retired 

from the Department after only working part of the year and Sgt. Euler retired from the 

Department on December 31, 2004.  Ptlm. McGeehan, McCarthy, Davis, DiNunzio, Cugino, and 

Parker were hired in 2004.  Ptl. Cugino and Parker attended the police academy and began their 

service with our Department in December 2004.   The West Chester Police Department will begin 

the calendar year three individuals short of its full compliment with one additional officer on in-

active status.  



West Chester Police Department 
 

Personnel Assignments 2004 
 
 
 
 

TITLE PERSONNEL 

Administration 3 
Chief of Police 1 
Lieutenants 2 
Patrol Division 35 
Sergeants 5 
Corporals 5 
Patrolman 25 
Detective Division 7 
Sergeant 1 
Corporal 1 
Detectives 2 
Narcotics Investigators 2 
Juvenile Officer 1 
Support Staff 10 
Civilian Dispatchers 6 
Civilian Records Clerks 2 
Civilian Secretaries 2 
 
 
 
 



 

Perfect Attendance 
 

The following Officers are to be congratulated: 
 

Chief Scott L. Bohn 

Lt. D. Jeffrey Johnson 

Lt. William A. Morris 

Sgt. Daniel Dixon 

Sgt. Martin Deighan 

Sgt. Louis DeShullo 

Sgt. Thomas Yarnall 

Cpl. Jeffrey Ditz 

Cpl. James Morehead 

Ptl. William Viebahn 

Ptl. Gerald DiNunzio 

Ptl. John O’Hare 

Ptl. Brendon McGeehan 

Ptl. Thomas Flick 

Ptl. Aaron Davis 

Ptl. James Gorman 

Ptl. David Hammond 

Ptl. Ryan Collins 

 
The following civilian employees are to be congratulated: 

 
 

CD William Mann 

Dsp. Kim Seal 

Dsp. David March 

Dsp. Paul Widmayer 
Dsp. Tracy Gordon 



West Chester Police Department 

RETIREMENTS 
 

 
The following Officers are to be recognized for their many years of service to the citizens West Chester. 

 
 

Years of Service   Years Served 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Sgt. Daniel Dixon  25 1979 - 2004 

Sgt. Michael Euler  28  1976 - 2004 

Ptl. Clifford Downward  31 1973 - 2004 

 

 

 

NEW OFFICERS 

 
The following officers are welcomed as newly hired police officers in our community. 

 

Ptl. Brendon McGeehan January 5, 2004 

Ptl. Albert McCarthy March 17, 2004 

Ptl. Gerald DiNunzio March 17, 2004 

Ptl. Aaron Davis March 17, 2004 

Ptl. Gregory Cugino May 19, 2004 

Ptl. Timothy Parker May 19, 2004 
 


