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INTRODUCTION 
 
The information contained in the following pages is an administrative summary of the municipal 
activity occurring in East Bradford Township in 2013.  The purpose of this publication is to serve 
as a vehicle for highlighting municipal accomplishments and noteworthy events during the past 
year rather than as a statistical compendium.  The details of the monthly business of the Board 
of Supervisors, its appointed advisory boards and commissions (ABC’s) and the daily activities 
of the Township staff can be examined through recorded minutes, the annual budget(s) / audit, 
codes and building reports, subdivision / land development files, monthly financial reports, and 
numerous other municipal records available to the citizens of East Bradford Township and the 
general public upon request (under the Right To Know Law).  Increasingly, more municipal 
information for East Bradford Township can be obtained from the Township web site 
(www.eastbradford.org) including historical facts, Board of Supervisors and ABC minutes, codes 
(including zoning and subdivision), municipal services, and annual budgets.  The intent of the 
annual report is to serve as an educational resource and archival document for East Bradford 
taxpayers, property owners and citizens, elected and appointed Township officials, and those 
persons interested in the business of local government operation and administration.  The 
Board of Supervisors of East Bradford Township embraces the attitude of “local government as 
accessible, responsive, and service oriented.”  

http://www.eastbradford.org/
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I. ORGANIZATION & ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Township transitioned from on-site network servers to remote ‘cloud’ environment through 
IT consultant, InterMedia. 
 
In November the Board of Supervisors accepted the recommendation of the Township 
Manager/Treasurer to accept Chester County’s proposal to process property tax billing and 
collection services effective January 2014, instead of continuing with the Berks County 
Intermediate Unit which will continue to invoice and collect residential sewer payments. 
 
The Board of Supervisors accepted the recommendation of the Township Manager and 
approved the Disability Leave of Absence Policy proposed by Benecon, administrator for the 
PMHIC (PA Municipal Health Insurance Coop) to which the Township belongs. 
 

II. ADVISORY BOARDS & COMMISSIONS (ABC’s) 
 
The following volunteers were appointed or reappointed during 2013: 
 

 Robert Korbonits, Planning Commission 

 Alfred Gollatz, Zoning Hearing Board 

 John Johnson, Green Committee 

 Don Scholl, Green Committee 

 William Ronayne, Emergency Management Coordinator 

 Ann Armstrong, Historical Commission 

 Rick Kirijan, Historical Commission 

 Eleanor Thompson, H.A.R.B. 

 Marianne Bausinger, Parks and Recreation 

 Fred Rothman, Brandywine Valley Scenic Byways 

 James Haigney, Brandywine Valley Scenic Byways 

 Maura Sheehan, Environmental Advisory Council 

 Margaret Van Gilder, Environmental Advisory Council 

 Steve Werner, Environmental Advisory Council 
 
The Board of Supervisors re-commissioned the Parks and Recreation Board Trails Sub-
Committee, The Traffic Committee, and the Agricultural Security Area Advisory Committee. 

During the first ABC Chair meeting of the year (January 31), it was suggested that the Township 
staff organize a workshop/session for ABC members to review the Township Code.  Staff 
distributed a questionnaire to ABC members in order to understand more about the topics that 
members are interested in learning more about.  Staff tallied the responses and learned that the 
top-scoring topics include stormwater management, protection of natural features, and 
alternative energy.  Mark Lucas and Brenden Beaumont presented information on these topics 
on September 30.  Four ABC members attended the session. 
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The Environmental Advisory Council 
 
The EAC reviewed and provided input on several development plans submitted to the 
Township.  Plans included: Strode, WCU, East Bradford Elementary, Veal, Ciccarone, Barr, 
Chester County Art Association, East Bradford Township Campus and Comerford.  For the 
Ciccarone development plan the EAC recommended that the riparian buffer should be 
expanded and improved to meet current Township ordinances and that an operation and 
maintenance plan be developed with funding to insure upkeep of the buffer.  For CCAA, the 
EAC strongly recommended that the sidewalks along Bradford Avenue be routed to protect and 
preserve all existing large trees. 
 
Tree planting planning was assigned to the EAC after the Chair meeting in January. The EAC 
reviewed the available Natural Areas Stewardship reports for the Township’s open space and 
developed a template for evaluating the sites.  Individual members visited the Mt. Bradford and 
Brandywine Farm sites. The EAC recommendations are as follows: 
 

 Brandywine Farm: This is the first choice for new tree planting near the entrance of the 
site used to plant trees in 2012 located on the south side of Bridge Road. On the north 
side of Bridge Road there are some feasible sites for meadow development. 

 Mt. Bradford: The EAC recommends scaling down the proposed ~15 acre meadow plan 
to a smaller, pilot size.  This site has a serious invasive plant problem and the EAC is 
concerned that on-going maintenance of a large meadow would be too much of a 
challenge. 

 Ingram’s Mill: There is minimal area for tree and bush planting near the parking lot but 
other sites are too inaccessible. Planting at Ingram Mills should be deferred until it is 
determined what upgrades may be made to the site. 

 Jane Reed Park: There are no feasible sites for trees or meadow planting.   

 Paradise: There are no feasible sites for trees or meadow planting.   

 Starr Farm: The upper field could become a meadow. Invasive plant removal should 
have a higher priority than meadow development at this site at this time. 

 
The EAC recommends developing a list of potential volunteers and a leader of volunteers to 
conduct tree planting maintenance such as repairing tree and tube damage done by flooding.  
The Township asked the EAC to work on this in 2014. 
 
The EAC submitted an article for the spring/summer edition of the Township newsletter entitled 
“Trees Help Keep Our Streams Clean and Clear,” regarding the recent tree planting efforts in 
the Township and the importance of riparian buffers. 
 
The EAC monitored progress with deer management and Boy Scout activities related to 
environmental improvements.  
 
The EAC reviewed the Botanical Survey report to determine if the Emerald Ash Borer should be 
a major concern for the Township and concluded that it is not a major concern at this time. 
 
Kathy Bergmann developed and shared a TMDL project map showing projects installed since 
2003. 
 
Kathy Bergmann attended the Township’s Code Workshop and Villanova’s Storm water 
Municipal workshop and provided feedback to the EAC. 
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Figure 1 Don Scholl and John Hagens of the Green Committee 

 

The EAC’s prepared letter for the BOS was distributed by the Township to all Township 
homeowners’ associations regarding the importance of maintaining storm water control 
systems. 
 
Jeff Cantwell attended the May storm water meeting at the Brandywine Conservancy and 
updated the group using the Power point presentation provided by the speaker. 
 
Maura Sheehan attended and contributed to all of the 2013 meetings of the ABC Chair 
meetings and provided feedback to the EAC. 
  
The EAC was granted a 2014 budget of $1500 for tree planting maintenance supplies.  Any 
review of ordinances related professional fees are to be handled by the general fund. 
 
Discussion of the forestry ordinance with Brendan Beaumont was deferred until 2014. 

 
The Green Committee 
 
Planning was undertaken that led to a successful planting of some 750 saplings at the 
Brandywine Farm site in the flood plain area adjacent to the East Branch of the Brandywine 
Creek.  The planting occurred on Saturday, May 11 with about 25 people.  More people 
intended to participate, but the weather was quite uncertain with fairly heavy rainstorms earlier 
in the morning.  The rain held off and all of saplings were planted, with an appropriate deer tube, 
and stabilized with a stout stake.  A small crew worked the day before to receive the saplings 
from Octoraro Nursery and to lay out the site for proper planting locations.  The saplings were 
provided through financing by the PA TreeVitalize program, the support of the Brandywine 
Conservancy, the PA Horticulture Society, and the Stroud Water Research Center.  It was a 
successful event as agreed by all and all committees of the Township ABCs were invited to 
participate. 
 
The Green Committee held a forum the evening of June 19 at the Township offices to present 
residents with options for temporary electric power supply during extended electric power 
outages.  Bill Finch showed and explained various solar power arrays and storage battery 
systems.  Keares Electrical Contracting Company demonstrated gasoline and natural gas 
powered electric power generators, particularly those mounted permanently outside which 
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automatically start with an outage.  Drew McDowell presented a slide show about the 
requirements of a home energy audit to define ways to improve energy efficiency inside a home. 
 
After heavy rains on August 27, both branches of the Brandywine Creek overflowed and a 
number of the saplings at Shaw’s Bridge Park and the Brandywine Farm tipped over.  A team of 
fifteen people restored the saplings to their proper positions, completing the work on September 
14. 
 
Professor Gerry Hertel, West Chester University, has students tracking the success of the 
plantings at both sites.  Of the 1,000 saplings planted at Shaw’s Bridge Park in October 2011, 
56% are surviving.  Some never became established for various reasons, and some were so 
badly damaged in substantial floods that they did not survive.  The Township is indebted to 
Professor Hertel and his students for their scientific study of the effectiveness of plantings in our 
flood plain. 

 

The Historical Commission  
 

The Historical Commission reviewed all subdivision and land development projects in the 
Township as well as signage and additions/alterations to our inventoried Historic Resources.  
The Historical Commission generated a Demolition by Neglect list of resources in the Township. 
The Oral History Project was initiated with an emphasis on planning and continues into 2014. 
 
Mary Sue Boyle worked with the Brandywine Battlefield Task Force to assist in creating a 
Comprehensive Report due out in 2014. 
 
 

  
Figure 2 Antique Ice Museum 

 
In August, the Historical Commission hosted the Chester County Town Tours and Village Walks 
evening showcasing the remarkable ice industry museum owned by the Stack family of East 
Bradford.  The museum is a stellar example of adaptive re-use of a much deteriorated historic 
barn on the Darlington Seminary Complex on Sconnelltown Road and Miner Street.  
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The Planning Commission 
 
The Commission welcomed Wes Thomas to the Commission to fill the vacancy left by long-
time-member Alan Pomeroy. 
 
The Commission began to think through the next Comprehensive Plan update, which is slated 
to begin in 2014. 
 
Chair Tony Biacchi completed the Zoning element of the Master Planner Program and Member 
Wes Thomas completed the Community Planning portion. 
 
See “Section III, Planning” for addition Planning Commission-related accomplishments. 
 

The Traffic Committee  
 
The Committee discussed a complaint about large trucks on Highland Road and a request for a 
stop sign in Marshallton Chase. 
 
The Committee reviewed the Draft Plan for the Central Chester County Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Circulation Plan for transmittal of their comments to the County by April 19. 
  
The Committee approved of the installation of the trail crossing on Skelp Level Road connecting 
the Harmony Hill Nature Area to the Children Country Week Association’s property. 
 
After residents shared concerns about accidents occurring at the portion of Lenape Road near 
1046 Lenape Road that has a considerable bend, the Committee recommended that the 
Township discuss this portion of the road with the Township Traffic Engineer, Gilmore 
Associates as to how best to bring this to the attention of PennDOT. 
 
Although two requests for “Watch Children” signs were received, the Committee recommended 
that “Watch Children/Children at Play” signs are not to be used as they have proven ineffective 
in improving awareness and safety of children. 
 

The Parks & Recreation Board 
 
Park and Recreation Board’s activities in 2013 included: 
 

 Added 3 new members, all of whom have become very active and engaged. 

 Initiated a social media program to facilitate accurate, timely information to our residents. 

 Contributed the first in a series of informational articles to the Township newsletter.   

 Laid the groundwork for rehabilitation of the pond at Mt. Bradford Preserve. 

 Planned and budgeted for a dog park at Brandywine Farm. 

 Moved the volleyball court at East Bradford Park to a better location within the park. 

 Installed new water fountains at East Bradford Park. 

 Worked with QVC who used EB Park as a location for a sunglass promotion. 

 Cooperated with Urban Promise who used Shaw's Bridge Park as a classroom. 

 Worked with a local movie maker to use Starr Farm for a film shoot. 
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 Partnered with the East Bradford PTO in planning a Spring Fair and Halloween "Trunk or 
Treat".  Unfortunately both were cancelled due to unfavorable weather and time 
constraints. 

 Worked with an Eagle Scout candidate to construct an information kiosk and a sign 
dedicating a trail at Reed Park to Peter Orr, former long-time chair of the Park and 
Recreation Board.  Installation is scheduled for 2014. 

 Created and implemented a new application form for local Eagle Scouts’ proposals. 

 Teamed up with multiple Eagle Scout candidates on several projects including:  two new 
benches installed at Copeland Park, two new picnic tables added to the Brandywine 
Trail, an informational kiosk installed at Shaw's Bridge Park, the planning of a sandbox 
at East Bradford Park, and the creation of a plan to clean out the Mt. Bradford Preserve 
pond area.  
 

   
Figure 3 Eagle Scout projects 

 

 Organized and oversaw field use permits for over a dozen organizations. 

 Each member of the P&R Board has chosen a park which he will visit monthly so we can 
keep current with the various parks' issues. 

 

Trails Committee (Subcommittee of the Parks & Recreation Board)   
 

Members from the Trails Committee participated in the Central Chester County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Circulation Plan, a regional study developed by the Chester County Planning 
Commission.  The Supervisors accepted the final plan by resolution in June. 
 
The Committee began discussing the concept of trail “etiquette” signage that would help to 
educate multi-use trail users.   
 
See Section VII for addition Trails Committee-related accomplishments. 
 

Art Scholarship Committee 
 
In February The Board of Supervisors commissioned the establishment of the East Bradford Art 
Scholarship Committee, an ad hoc committee which would oversea the awarding of the art 
scholarship and research ways to increase the art scholarship fund. 
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III. PLANNING 
 

Subdivisions & Land Developments     
 
The following subdivision/land development applications were reviewed in 2013: 
 

 SD #606 Ciccarone; sketch and preliminary subdivision plans – In December 2009, 
Thomas Ciccarone submitted a sketch plan to subdivide 3 parcels (totaling 26.75 acres) 
into 7 lots off of Lenape Road.  After discussing the sketch plan, the applicant submitted 
the preliminary plan in August 2010 and discussion continued throughout 2011, 2012, 
and 2013.  The Planning Commission (PC) recommended preliminary plan approval in 
August 2013 and discussion continued into 2014. 
 

 SD #623 East Bradford Public Works; sketch and preliminary/final plans – In June 
2013, the Township submitted a sketch plan to construct a new public works facility at 
the Township campus.   A code amendment occurred in October 2013 to provide area 
and bulk regulations for the municipal campus use.  Upon recommendation from the 
Planning Commission in September, the Supervisors granted final land development 
approval in October 2013. 
 

 SD #624 Barr; preliminary/final plans – In June 2013, Doug and Marjorie Barr submitted 
a lot line change plan to reconfigure two parcels located at 320 Lucky Hill Road (no 
construction).   Upon recommendations from the PC in August and November, the 
Supervisors approved the lot line change in December 2013. 
 

 SD #625 Chester County Art Association; preliminary/final plans – In June 2013, the 
Chester County Art Association submitted a land development plan to renovate and 
expand their existing facility located at 100 North Bradford Avenue.  The Planning 
Commission recommended preliminary land development approval in November and 
discussion continued into 2014. 
 

 SD #626 Comerford; sketch and final plans – In August 2013, Patrick Comerford 
submitted a sketch plan to subdivide his 68-acre property located at 900 Copeland 
School Road into three large conservation lots.  A final plan application followed in 
November.  Discussion continued into 2014. 

 

Conditional Uses  
 
The following conditional use applications were reviewed in 2013: 
 

 SD #622 Ouimet; CU for major home occupation – In February 2013, Mark Ouimet 
submitted a conditional use application to conduct a federal firearms licensed dealership 
at 507 Natalie Drive.  The Supervisors granted the use with Conditions in June. 
 

 SD #606 Ciccarone; CU for disturbance within the Riparian Buffer Area (RBA) relating 
to the Ciccarone SDLD application.  RBA disturbance is required for the construction of 
the private road, two driveways, several stormwater management facilities, and the 
installation of the public water line.  Upon a recommendation from the PC in September, 
the Board granted conditional use approval in November 2013. 
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IV. ZONING 
 
The following Zoning Hearing Board applications were considered in 2013: 

 

 Chester County Art Association, 100 N. Bradford Avenue, variance relief.  The 
application was approved in March. 

 Michael Earyes, 1199 Muirfield Drive, Zoning Appeal EN and Validity Challenge 01-24-
13 regarding solar array glare.  Hearing on hold. 

 First West Chester Fire Company, 70 S. Bradford Avenue, relief from Condition #3 of 
1989 Special Exception, Modification to Decision and Order of 04-22-13.  The 
application was approved with conditions in April.   

 AT&T dba New Cingular Wireless, 1256 Allerton Road, relief to increase height of 
existing antennae.  The application was approved in April. 

 Lynn Converse, 506 River Bend Lane, special exception to elevate structure above flood 
elevation stage.  The application was approved in September. 

 

V. LEGISLATION 
 

Ordinances    
 
The following ordinances were adopted in 2013: 
 

 In March, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 01-2013 setting forth the Township’s 
authority to establish an “Airport District Overlay”.  
 

 In July, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 02-2013 setting forth The Township’s 
authority to incur non-electoral debt in the form of general obligation bonds (2013 Issue) 
for existing debt refinance and new debt to construct a Township Public Works building.    

 

 In September, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 03-2013 amending Chapter 89 
“Sewers” of the East Bradford Township Code, at Article IV, “On-lot Sewage Disposal 
Facilities”, to amend on-lot sewage disposal facility management provisions. 
 

 In September, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 04-2013 amending Chapter 22 
“Regulation of Parks and Open Space” of the East Bradford Township Code, at Section 
22-2, “Properties with Recreational Easements”, to establish rules and regulations for 
Timber Top Farm. 
 

 In October, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 05-2013 amending Chapter 115 
“Zoning” of the East Bradford Township Code, to establish Municipal Campus 
regulations (definitions, area/bulk) in the R-3 Residential Zoning District. 
 

 In December, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 06-2013 revising Chapter 94 
(Stormwater Management) and Amending Chapter 95, Subdivision and Land 
Development to incorporate new Act 167 regulations. 
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Resolutions  
 
The following resolutions were adopted in 2013:  
 

 In January, the Supervisors adopted:  
 

o Resolution 01-2013 describing the emergency service providers and first 
response boundaries for the Township in 2013. 

o Resolution 02-2013 appointing all current members to the Zoning Hearing Board 
as provided in Article IX of Act 246, as amended. 

o Resolution 03-2013 to approve an update to the East Bradford Township 
Emergency Management Plan. 

o Resolution 04-2013 updating the Township fee schedule. 
 

 In March, the Supervisors adopted Resolution 06-2013, accepting dedication of 
Ridgehaven Road. 

 In May, the Supervisors adopted Resolution 09-2013 accepting the Deed of Right of 
Way of Park Place Investments, LLC. 

 In June, the Supervisors adopted Resolution 12-2013 endorsing the Central Chester 
County Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation Plan. 

 In July, the Supervisors adopted: 
 

o Resolution 13-2013 updating the Township fee schedule. 
o Resolution 14-2013 adopting and approving the proposed modifications, 

additions, and deletions of the East Bradford Township Pennsylvania Agricultural 
Security Area as part of its seven year review. 
 

 In September, the Supervisors adopted Resolution 17-2013 in support of legislation that 
would amend Act 442 of January 19, 1967 entitled, as amended “An Act Authorizing the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the local government units thereof to preserve, 
acquire or hold land for open space uses,” further providing for local taxing options. 

 In October, the Supervisors adopted: 
 

o Resolution 18-2013 in support for the Circuit, Greater Philadelphia’s Regional 
Trail Network. 

o  Resolution 20-2013 approving the new Maintenance Agreement, the surety 
bond in the amount of $431,544.60, and the release of the Road Improvement 
and Construction Agreement, its escrow account, and the surety bond in the 
amount of $360,840.00 for University Student Housing, LLC. 

o Resolution 21-2013 revising and describing the emergency service providers and 
first response boundaries for East Bradford Township. 
 

 In November, the Supervisors adopted Resolution 22-2013 thanking Patricia A. Morrison 
for her years of service to the Chester County Association of Township Officials. 

 In December, the Supervisors adopted: 
 

o Resolution 23-2013 authorizing real estate tax collection by Chester County 
through the Chester County Office of Treasurer for one year effective January 1, 
2014. 
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o Resolution 24-2013 updating the Code of Ethics of December 9, 2003 relating to 
Township officials and employees to incorporate the issue of social media. 

o Resolution 26-2013 authorizing entrance into a Merchant Service Agreement 
with Elavon, Inc. through PLGIT for credit card sewer payments for residents. 

o Resolution 27-2013 authorizing the levying of 0.34 mills on each dollar of 
assessed valuation for real property taxes for 2014. 

 
The Supervisors adopted the following records disposition resolutions in accordance with Act 
428 of 1968: 
 

 Resolution 5-2013 (February) 

 Resolution 7-2013 (March) 

 Resolution 8-2013 (April) 

 Resolution 10-2013 (May) 

 Resolution 11-2013 (June 

 Resolution 15-2013 (August) 

 Resolution 16-2013 (September) 

 Resolution 19-2013 (October) 

 Resolution 25-2013 (December) 
 

The Supervisors adopted the following resolution relating to open space (OS): 

 Resolution OS01-2013 approving the filing of an application for Chester County 
Municipal Grant Program assistance (February.)  
 

VI. ENGINEERING 
 

The Township completed a drainage project on Shenton Road to replace a deteriorated culvert 
that was causing failure of the roadway edge and shoulder area.  The Township also completed 
inspection and repair of a storm water pipe on Ridgehaven Road that was causing increased 
roadway settlement. 
 
The Township performed repairs to the Ravine Road Bridge over Valley Creek resulting from 
flooding over the late summer of 2013.  The pavement across the entire bridge was removed 
and replaced.  The bridge substructure was inspected by divers and was found to be sound. 
 
The Township participated in an Act 167 storm water management plan for the Brandywine 
Creek Watershed developed by Chester County and ultimately adopted the new Act 167 
ordinance to replace its former storm water ordinance.  All new development in the Township is 
required to comply with the new Act 167 ordinance in 2014 and beyond. 
 
The Township worked with local Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scout candidates to mark storm 
water drains with “No Dumping – Drains to Waterway” medallions.  Approximately 300 
medallions were installed in 2013. 
 
The Township presented a seminar on storm water management, erosion control and general 
code development to attending members of the appointed boards and commissions.  The 
discussion lasted approximately 2 hours and was lightly attended. 
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The Township coordinated with PennDOT to improve the sight distance at Highland Road and 
PA Route 162 (Strasburg Road).  Substantial vegetation removal was undertaken, as well as 
providing restriping to better delineate lane designations and align the intersection.  The 
Township will be studying the impact of the changes in 2014 to determine if further 
improvements are warranted. 
 
The Township coordinated with PennDOT to improve the driving conditions at a curve on Route 
52, near Edge Mill Way.  A study was begun by Gilmore & Associates to outline potential 
changes to the intersection in an effort to reduce the current accident rate.  The study is 
scheduled to be completed by Gilmore in 2014. 
 
The Township coordinated with PennDOT to provide input on preliminary plans for the 
replacement of the open grate bridge located at Route 322 over the Brandywine.  The proposed 
bridge location is of particular importance, as it may impact the extension of the Brandywine 
Trail, constructed by the Township in 2013.  Depending on the bridge location, the project also 
may provide additional parking near the trail and an opportunity for the trail users to cross Route 
322 under the bridge to a future extension of the trail.   
 
The Township installed an extended crosswalk at the intersection of Valley Creek Road and 
Ravine Road to facilitate crossing Valley Creek Road and safer crossing on the Ravine Road 
Bridge by users of Paradise Farm Camp facilities.   
 
The Township purchased two emergency generators for the Hillsdale Road and Plum Run 
sewage pumping stations to replace two generators that had exceeded their usable lifespan.  
The generators are scheduled to be installed in 2014.   
 
The Township completed a capitol reserve study on the sanitary sewer system to determine the 
rate increase necessary to replenish the sanitary sewer fund to enable perpetual operation of 
the system.   
 
The Township finalized plans for a new public works storage facility.  Final plans include a 
building approximately 8,900 sf in area located to the immediate west of the existing salt sheds.  
The new building plans include a truck washing station with 100 percent water recycling 
capability, new office space, restroom, locker room and lunch room facilities, as well as areas 
for expansion and further improvement in the future. 
 
Institutional development was prevalent in the Township during 2013, with expansions being 
planned and/or constructed for West Chester University, East Bradford Elementary School, the 
Chester County Art Association, the Highland Road Church and the Township Public Works 
Department storage facility.  Residential development was less prevalent, with only the 
Ciccarone Subdivision (7 lots) and the Comerford Subdivision (3 lots) presented for the planning 
phase.   
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VII. BUILDING & ENFORCEMENT 
 

A summary of building permit activity in 2013 is provided below:  
 

 TOTAL COST OF COST OF PRIVATE PUBLIC HIGHWAY 

  NUMBERS CONSTRUCTION PERMITS SEWAGE SEWAGE FUND 

SINGLE-FAMILY 
DETACHED 5 $1,446,763 $6,275 $0 $0 $0 

SINGLE FAMILY 
ATTACHED 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

MULTI-FAMILY 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

COMMERCIAL  0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

SPRINKLERS 4 $213,700 $4,420 $0 $0 $0 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS-

RESIDENTIAL 57 $2,269,243 $23,453 $0 $0 $0 

POOLS 3 $179,551 $1,490 $0 $0 $0 

GARAGES 2 $134,865 $700 $0 $0 $0 

OTHERS-DECKS 9 $180,966 $2,050 $0 $0 $0 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS-

COMMERCIAL 24 $9,521,251 $40,100 $0 $0 $0 

RETAINING WALLS 11 $73,310 $2,610 $0 $0 $0 

CONSTUCTION TRAILERS 1 $1,000 $250 $0 $0 $0 

DEMOLITION 2 $14,550 $300  $0  $0  $0 

ACCESSORY 14 $164,315 $3,325 $0 $0 $0 

TEMPORARY 
STRUCTURE 0 $0 $0  $0  $0  $0 

ACCESSORY-
COMMERCIAL 0 $0 $0  $0  $0 $0  

SOLAR INSTALLATIONS  4 $128,997 $1,065 $0 $0 $0 

TIMBERING 1 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

TOTALS 137 $14,328,511 $86,265 $0 $0 $0 

mailto:6DU@$5220
mailto:2D.U.@500.00
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VIII. PARKS, OPEN SPACE & TRAILS 
  

Brandywine Farm – The Township awarded 3-year farming leases to Sonny Hicks and Hicks 
Brothers.  Sonny Hicks will farm the southern field (grass) for $240/year and Hicks Brothers will 
farm the north fields for $2,100/year. 
 
Brandywine Creek Greenway Concept Plan – The Brandywine Conservancy received William 
Penn funding to do some preliminary planning along the County-wide Brandywine-Struble 
Recreation Corridor.  The Conservancy completed the Concept Plan in March 2012. mThe 
Brandywine Conservancy began working on the Brandywine Creek Greenway Strategic Action 
Plan (the follow-up to the Concept Plan prepared in 2012).  Sheila Felming facilitated a meeting 
on July 16 to discuss greenway tools and pilot projects.   Several ABC chairs/representatives 
were in attendance.  Work on the plan continued into 2014. 
  
Central Chester County Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation Plan – In 2011, the Chester 
County Planning Commission and Health Department launched a planning effort aimed towards 
1) defining a regional bike/pedestrian network that connects the centers of Downingtown, Exton, 
and West Chester, 2) identifying improvements to walking and bicycling within the centers of 
Downingtown, Exton, West Chester, and 3) developing priorities and policy recommendations 
for key stakeholders.  East Bradford is located within the study area and was an active 
participant in the planning effort.  The Supervisors endorsed the final plan by resolution in June 
2013.  
 
East Branch Brandywine Trail (EBBT); Phase 3 – This fall, Gessler Construction, Inc. 
completed the third phase of the paved East Branch Brandywine Trail.  The cost of the project 
was $106,984. This newest trail segment connects the current terminus of the trail (at PA Route 
322) to the M. John Johnson Nature Center parking lot located at 810 Skelp Level Road.  The 
Township has received substantial funding and support for this project from the PA Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources ($80,000), Chester County ($42,000), PECO Green 
Region ($10,000), and a variety of other businesses, clubs, and individuals (listed below).  The 
Township is grateful for the generous support of the community.   
 

  
Figure 4 Completed EBBT Trail Phase 3 (left) and an engraved brick from the trail head (right) 

 
  



2013 
 Annual Report 

15 

Private funding for the EBBT Phase 3 project was provided by: 
 

 Bronze level - $1,000 
LoweRiders Bikes and Boards  
Gilmore & Associates, Inc.  
 

 Patron level - $500 
Buckley, Brion, McGuire, Morris & Sommer, LLP  
Chester County Cycling Coalition  
Unruh, Turner, Burke & Frees  
West Chester Cycling Club  

  

 Supporter level - $250 
Brandywine Bicycle Club  
Brandywine Valley Archery Club 
Chester County Trail Club  
Maxwell Dubeck 
East Bradford Environmental Advisory Council 
East Bradford Planning Commission 
Glackin Thomas Panzak, Inc.  
Robert D. Perna, III 
Alan Pomeroy 
Maeve Showers 
Spina Family 
Young’s Garage, Inc.  
  

 Friend level - $100 
Brothers Pizza and Pasta   
Bud Stephens Excavating Service, Inc.  
Downingtown Bicycle Shop  
John and Susan Hagens 
Eastern Mountain Sports  
  

 
East Branch Brandywine Trail (EBBT); Phase 5 – The Trails Committee contemplated the 
segment of trail that would extend from the Ingram’s Mill Nature Area on Creek Road south to 
the Stroud Preserve.  Given the complex nature of this project (mixed ownership, environmental 
constraints, State road crossing, permitting), the Township engaged McCormick Taylor to 
prepare a feasibility analysis.  Work on the analysis will begin in 2014. 
 
M. John Johnson Nature Center – West Chester Fish and Game (WCF&G) requested that the 
Township take over maintenance responsibility of the Nature Center trails.  WCF&G asked that 
the facility retain its name and that the trails remain open to pedestrians only.  The Supervisors 
authorized Ms. Cantlin to engage PECO to facilitate the lease transfer, which continued into 
2014. 
 
Paradise Valley Nature Area (PVNA) – The Trails Committee, Parks and Recreation Board, 
and Supervisors contemplated two improvements to the PVNA into 2014: 
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 Pedestrian bridge along Ravine Road Trail – In 2012, the Township discovered that the 
Paradise Valley trail that accesses the field from Ravine Road continues to erode in one 
section.  Township staff visited the area with Camp representatives and both parties 
agreed to close the trail segment in the interest of public safety.  The Township explored 
the option of constructing a build-in-place fiberglass pedestrian bridge to span the 
eroding area.  The Trails Committee recommended that the Township obtain a soil 
analysis to determine whether this type of bridge was feasible in this location.  The 
Board of Supervisors asked Ms. Cantlin to evaluate the reroute opportunities before they 
consider spending money to evaluate soils.  Paradise Farm Camps, the owner of the 
land through which the trail traverses, expressed a strong preference for maintaining the 
trail in its current location because of the views and the history associated with the trail.  
In addition, this is the trail location established via the conservation easement and a 
reroute could necessitate an amendment to the conservation easement.   
 

 Valley Creek access – The Township considered whether a fish habitat improvement 
could function as a pedestrian crossing between the Valley Creek Road parking area 
and the Paradise field.   

 
 

 
Figure 5 Trail volunteers from the XL Group  

work day at Paradise Farm Camps on July 26, 2013 
 
Paradise Farm Camp (PFC) Trails – On July 26, a number of Township trail volunteers guided 
employees from XL Insurance to do trail construction/maintenance work at PFC.  The work 
group consisted of approximately 10 employees from XL, 4 representatives from PFC, and 
another 5 from the Township, Chester County Trail Club (CCTC), and the West Chester Cycling 
Club (WCCC).  This group was able to nearly finish the trail work that was needed to open the 
property to the public.   In addition, an Eagle Scout candidate constructed a trail to facilitate the 
connection between the Harmony Hill Nature Area parking lot and the Camp.  The final work to 
open the trial is slated to occur in 2014.   
 
Starr Farm Park – An Eagle Scout candidate completed the construction of a new kiosk sign 
and several bluebird houses.  In addition, the Township awarded a 3-year farming lease to 
Hurricane Hill Farm for $2,310/year. 
 
Stewardship – NLT began work on three more stewardship assessment reports in 2013 – 
Shaw’s Bridge Park, Copeland Park, and Sugar’s Bridge Nature Area.  The Township will use 
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these reports to identify management tasks, prioritize projects, and apportion appropriate 
funding.  The reports will be finished in early 2014. 
 

Timber Top Farm – Dogs off leash were a persistent problem at Timber Top.  In the spring, the 
police increased enforcement and the problem improved, but as the demand for police presence 
at other parks increased through the summer, the off leash use returned.  As a result, the Board 
of Supervisors decided to ban dogs from the property starting October 15, 2013. 
 
Trail Blazer Race – The Trail Blazer Race took place on Thursday June 13, 2013.  This year’s 
events included a 5k run and 5k walk on Valley Creek Road and 5k and 10k trail runs on the 
Paradise Farm Camp’s trail network.  Victory Brewing Company sponsored and catered the 
post-race party at the Camp where all participants received a free sandwich and a cold beer (or 
root beer).  The Chester County Running Store ran the race and Ace Hardware provided the 
water.  The race went well from a logistical standpoint.  However, bad weather and less-than-
stellar marketing resulted in a lower turnout than expected.  As such, the Township only netted 
$767.  Special thanks to: 

 
 Ace Hardware – West Chester (http://www.acehardware.com/home/)  
 Kevin Kelly and the Chester County Running Store (http://www.runccrs.com/)  
 Andy Schaum and Paradise Farm Camps 

(http://www.paradisefarmcamps.org/Home.html)  
 Victory Brewing Company (http://victorybeer.com/)  
 Dave Baxter, Scott Olmsted, Bob Perna, John Spangler, Leslie Spangler, Jim and 

Barbara Wakefield…and many other volunteers! 
 

 
Figure 6 Trail Blazer Race - June 13, 2013 

 

  

http://www.acehardware.com/home/
http://www.runccrs.com/
http://www.paradisefarmcamps.org/Home.html
http://victorybeer.com/
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IX. ROADS & PUBLIC WORKS  
 
2013 Road Improvements included: 
 

 Valley Creek Road and Shenton Road were milled and resurfaced. 

 Malloy Paving completed repairs to the Ravine Road Bridge after an August storm and 
flood event. 

 Malloy Paving replaced approximately 200 linear feet of concrete curb on Allegiance 
Drive that had structurally failed. 

 
Masano Architect Group prepared bid documents for the new Public Works Storage Facility.  
The bids received in October were rejected as they were significantly above the estimated costs 
of construction provided by Masano Architect Group.  After agreed upon revisions of the bid 
specs, the bids were rebid in November with an opening scheduled for January 2014. 
 
Public Works completed pavement marking installations and signage as recommended by 
PADOT and PADOT completed vegetation management to improve sight distance in the vicinity 
of the intersection. 
 

X. MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
 
The Township held its first recycling event of obsolete electronics at the Township campus on 
Saturday, October 12 through eForce Compliance, a certified metro-Philadelphia electronic and 
computer recycling company.  They accepted all electronic devices with a plug with a $20 
processing fee for TVs. 
 
In November, the Board of Supervisors approved a renewal of a non-exclusive contract 
Franchise Agreement (draft dated 11-12-2013) between Comcast of Southeast Pennsylvania, 
LLC for a 15 year term, commencing upon November 12, 2013. 
 
In November, the Board of Supervisors approved a five year renewal Fire Protection Agreement 
with the Borough of West Chester for fire service protection services by the West Chester Fire 
Department to December 31, 2018.  The West Chester Fire Department provides first response 
fire protection services to almost 80% of the Township. 
 
In December, the Board of Supervisors approved a five year Fire Services Agreement with West 
Bradford Fire Company and West Bradford Township (dated 12-10-13) effective January 1, 
2014 – December 21, 2018. 

XI. 2013 BUDGET 
 

The East Bradford Township Board of Supervisors approved the 2013 budget package at its  
December 11, 2012 meeting.  The 2013 budget consists of six distinct budgets – General, 
Sewer, Highway Improvement, Liquid Fuels, Capital Reserve, and Open Space.    
 
The General Fund represents the principal operating fund for the Township (including police 
and fire protection; parks, trails and recreation; planning and zoning; codes enforcement and 
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engineering; public works and roads; legal; and administration).  General Fund receipts 
(particularly Earned Income Tax and to a lesser degree Real Estate Transfer Tax) improved 
during 2012.  Overall, the total budget for 2013 is static relative to 2012.  The 2013 General 
Fund Budget is balanced (as required under the Second Class Township Code) without the 
need for a property tax increase.  A breakdown of general fund revenues and expenditures is 
provided on the following page. 
 
The Sewer Fund is an enterprise fund established to provide public sewer service to over 1,200 
customers in the Township through an intergovernmental cooperation agreement with the 
Borough of West Chester.  The sewer fund includes both an operating account and a capital 
reserve account.  Sewer rates are determined by the Borough with Township system operation 
expenses added to the actual customer sewer rate.  The 2013 Sewer Fund includes an 18% 
rate increase in sewer user fees due to a legal suit and countersuit involving the Borough of 
West Chester and Pfizer related to alleged breach of contract.  Unfortunately, the Township and 
its sewer customers are impacted by this legal action.  The update to the Township Act 537 
Sewage Facilities Plan was completed and approved by the PA DEP in 2012.  A pending 
Township Sewer Capital Reserve Study planned for 2013 could affect sewer rates in future 
years. 
 

The Highway Improvement Fund is a proprietary fund established for design and construction 
of road improvements in the Township.  The Highway Improvement Fund generally functions as 
a capital improvement and contingency fund for roads and related infrastructure.  Revenues 
originally were derived from developers’ contributions mostly during the 1990’s.  In recent years, 
with less development activity, the fund balance is declining and currently is used to provide 
supportive funding for selected road improvements. 
 
Receipts for the State Liquid Fuels Fund are provided by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
from (gas) tax disbursed annually to all municipalities.  The receipts are based upon Township 
road miles and population.  Use of the fund is limited to road maintenance/reconstruction and 
related equipment purchases.  The annual receipt represents an essential funding source for 
Township road maintenance projects. Liquid Fuels annual allocation from the Commonwealth 
will be similar to 2011 and 2012, following decreased allocations in 2009 and 2010 due to 
declining fuel tax receipts and economic conditions.  The recently completed long term 2012 
Road Pavement Condition Study provides a multi-year road maintenance schedule for the more 
than 55 miles of Township roads.  In accordance with this Study, the primary focus of road 
maintenance for 2013 will include base repair and resurfacing of Valley Creek Road and 
Shenton Road.  
 
The Capital Reserve Fund is comprised of appropriated monies that are used for capital 
projects, major equipment purchase/replacements, etc.  This fund serves a complementary 
function to the General Fund together with a Five-year Capital Reserve Schedule for longer 
term replacements and improvement planning.  A comprehensive capital reserve study is 
underway to analyze the physical condition and life span of major capital components and 
recommend adequate capital reserve funding for the long term.  The study will be completed in 
2013.  Capital Reserve funded projects for 2013 include major equipment replacement, road 
maintenance, completion of the Brandywine Trail Phase III, and permitting requirements for 
Sconnelltown Park. 
 
Finally, the Open Space Fund, established in 1999, is funded from the open space 
preservation tax (¼ of 1% on earned income) pursuant to PA Act 153 (Open Space 
Preservation Act).   Expenditures are restricted to acquisition of interests in real property and 
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costs associated with these acquisition activities.  The Open Space Fund represents the only 
source of Township debt at this time.  The open space fund budget for 2013 was carefully 
reviewed by the Supervisors to establish realistic spending estimates and priorities. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

XII. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

In July, the Board of Supervisors presented two $1,000 art scholarships following the 
recommendation of the newly formed East Bradford Art Scholarship Committee.  Kathryn 
Desiderio, graduate of Bishop Shanahan High School, and Olivia Knowles, graduate of 
Henderson High School, will both continue their art studies at Kutztown University, majoring in 
studio art.   
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Resident artist Barbara Johnson and the Township produced a 2014 calendar of pictures from 
Barbara’s personal collection which were sold to promote the art scholarship fund instead of 
offering a new limited-edition print.  Sales were much lower than anticipated. 
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Agreements 

Zoning Hearing  
Board 

The Board of Supervisors, at its Organization in January, appoints citizen volunteers to the boards and commissions and      
professional staff including Manager, Treasurer, Secretary, Codes Enforcement Officer, Zoning Officer, Deputy Tax Collector, 

Public Works Superintendent, Engineer and Solicitors and other professional support consultants. 
There is no hierarchy among the A.B.C.’s; these bodies routinely coordinate but report to and advise the Board of Supervisors. 
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Township 
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West Chester Area Council of Governments 

West Chester Regional Planning Commission 
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Brandywine Valley Association 

Brandywine Conservancy 
Natural Lands Trust 

West Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife Assoc. 
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Emergency Management Coordinator 
Environmental Advisory Council 
Green Committee 
H.A.R.B. (Historical Arch Review) 
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Parks & Recreation Board 
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Traffic Committee 
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