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INTRODUCTION 
 
The information contained in the following pages is an administrative summary of the municipal 
activity occurring in East Bradford Township in 2014.  The purpose of this publication is to serve 
as a vehicle for highlighting municipal accomplishments and noteworthy events during the past 
year rather than as a statistical compendium.  The details of the monthly business of the Board 
of Supervisors, its appointed advisory boards and commissions (ABC’s) and the daily activities 
of the Township staff can be examined through recorded minutes, the annual budget(s) / audit, 
codes and building reports, subdivision / land development files, monthly financial reports, and 
numerous other municipal records available to the citizens of East Bradford Township and the 
general public upon request (under the Right To Know Law).  Increasingly, more municipal 
information for East Bradford Township can be obtained from the Township web site 
(www.eastbradford.org) including historical facts, Board of Supervisors and ABC minutes, codes 
(including zoning and subdivision), municipal services, and annual budgets.  The intent of the 
annual report is to serve as an educational resource and archival document for East Bradford 
taxpayers, property owners and citizens, elected and appointed Township officials, and those 
persons interested in the business of local government operation and administration.  The 
Board of Supervisors of East Bradford Township embraces the attitude of “local government as 
accessible, responsive, and service oriented.”  

http://www.eastbradford.org/
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I. ORGANIZATION & ADMINISTRATION 
In April the Board of Supervisors approved a one year Agreement for Collection of Delinquent 
Municipal Claims with Portnoff Law Associates for the collection of delinquent sewer accounts in 
excess of $1,000 beginning in August. 
 
At the end of 2014 the Township returned to on-site network servers from the remote ‘cloud’ 
environment through new IT consultant, RMJR (Robert Iannelli,) after experiencing numerous 
difficulties with the “cloud environment.” 
 

II. ADVISORY BOARDS & COMMISSIONS (ABC’s) 
The following volunteers were appointed or reappointed during 2014: 
 

 Anthony Biacchi, Planning Commission 

 Wesley Thomas, Planning Commission 

 Andrew Schaum, Zoning Hearing Board 

 Neil Weissman, Green Committee 

 Mark J. Pontzer, Green Committee 

 William Ronayne, Emergency Management Coordinator 

 Jean Renshaw, Historical Commission 

 Mary Sue Boyle, H.A.R.B. 

 John Spangler, Parks and Recreation 

 Michael Colley, Parks and Recreation 

 Fred Rothman, Brandywine Valley Scenic Byways 

 James Haigney, Brandywine Valley Scenic Byways 

 Kathryn Bergmann, Environmental Advisory Council 

 Jeff Cantwell, Environmental Advisory Council 
 

 
The Board of Supervisors re-commissioned the Parks and Recreation Board Trails Sub-
Committee, The Traffic Committee, East Bradford Art Scholarship Committee, and the 
Agricultural Security Area Advisory Committee. 

Two meetings of the ABC Chairs were held.  In February the Parks & Recreation Board made a 
presentation about the use of social media in local government.  In May the individual boards 
shared what they were working on and Assistant Township Manager Mandie Cantlin, provided a 
list of current and future Township projects and asked them to prioritize the top five for 2015. 

 

The Environmental Advisory Council  
 

 The EAC reviewed and provided input on development plans submitted to the Township 
including Ciccarone, Comerford, East Bradford Township Campus, Nastase, Taraschi, 
and Chester County Art Association, strongly encouraging protection of natural 
resources while meeting all ordinances requirements. 
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 Each EAC committee member reviewed the minutes of their assigned ABC allowing us 
to announce upcoming events, coordinate joint activities, and understand priorities of 
other ABCs. 

 
o Kathy Bergmann – Board of Supervisors 
o Jeff Cantwell – Planning Commission 
o Steve Werner – Green Committee 
o Maura Sheena – Trails 
o Charlie Myhre – Park and Recreation 
o Brooke Davis – Historical Committee 
o Dave Williams – Traffic Committee 
 

 The Township has had Stewardship / Land Management plans written for many of its 
properties. In 2014, Land Management plans were developed for Copeland, Shaw’s 
Bridge and Sugar’s Bridge Parks.  The EAC continued to review these plans and 
recommended that resources be focused on fixing safety issues, improving infrastructure 
and protecting natural resources in our parks. 
 

o Mount Bradford Park – the park was mowed in August to remove invasive plants 
and prepare the site for planting a meadow.  Regrowth of invasive plants will be 
monitored and controlled with spot application of herbicides.  

o Shaw’s Bridge Park – the EAC and Green Committee worked together to do 
repairs on the tree plantings.  Major flood events continue to cause damage and 
require replacement of tree tubes and stakes and the replanting of downed trees. 

   

 Work on the Forestry ordinance originally drafted in 2010 has been deferred pending 
ordinance recommendations from the Comprehensive Plan update. 
 

 In partnership with Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) and Natural Lands Trust, 
the EAC sponsored a “Mowing to Meadows Workshop” held at the Paradise Farms 
Camp on May 29.  The workshop presented information on planting meadows, cost 
savings from reduced mowing, benefits of meadows and meadow plans for Mount 
Bradford Park.  Over 30 people attended and seven property owners signed up for free 
consults from PEC on installing meadows. 
 

 Kathy Bergmann represented the EAC at the ABC Chair Meetings on February 17, 2014 
and May 22, 2014 and provided feedback to the EAC. 
 

 The EAC reviewed the list of current and future Township projects developed by Mandie 
Cantlin and compiled a list of EAC priorities for 2015 including limiting new capital 
projects and spending more funds on park and land maintenance.  Maintenance 
priorities for the EAC are to continue the meadow planting at Mount Bradford Park and 
upkeep of tree plantings at Shaw’s Bridge Park.  

 

 The EAC recommended that the Comprehensive Plan update include a comprehensive 
review of Township ordinances to clarify language and provide the best resource 
protection.  
 

 The EAC reviewed and commented on the Brandywine Creek Greenway Plan.  The plan 
recommended improvements on natural resource protection ordinances and the EAC 
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will monitor and assist in any ordinance updates.  The EAC recommended that the 
Greenway Plan be integrated in the Comprehensive Plan update. 

 

 The EAC reviewed the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway Plan and recommended that 
any projects be considered in the Comprehensive Plan update. 
 

 Kathy Bergmann worked with Township staff, volunteers and North Creek Nurseries to 
develop a plan for replanting and removal of the rain gardens along the Brandywine 
Trail.  
 

 Charlie Myhre helped develop an Eagle Scout project procedure for the Township and 
scouts to use to track projects and list contact information.  Charlie also continues to 
update the EAC on ongoing Eagle Scout projects. 
 

 Dave Williams our resident beekeeper provided the EAC – and will provide any 
interested residents – with clover seed to plant.  Dave continues to provide the EAC 
valuable information on bees and ways to protect these critical pollinators. 
 

 The EAC recommended that the Green Committee remain as a separate committee 
from the EAC.  For any joint projects/programs the Green Committee members will be 
invited to attend EAC meetings.  

 

The Green Committee 
 
East Bradford Township, the Brandywine Conservancy, and the Greater West Chester Sunrise 
Rotary Club convened on Saturday, April 12, 2014 to plant 300 trees donated to the Township 
by the Rotary.  The tree-planting took place at Brandywine Farm (180 South Bridge Road), 
located just across the East Branch of the Brandywine Creek, west of the Route 842/Creek 
Road intersection.  Staff members from the Brandywine Conservancy, Wes Horner and Tony 
Rubilak, were instrumental in orchestrating the planting and instructing volunteers.  Over 60 
volunteers were on hand, with the Rotary well represented with 40 plus members participating.   
A small crew worked the day before to receive the saplings from Octoraro Nursery and to lay 
out the site for proper planting locations.  The trees were comprised of up to eight species of 
Pennsylvania native tree seedlings, planted in an open and grassy area of the Brandywine 
Farm, visible from the roadway.  This planting was a continuation of the May 11, 2013 planting 
when 50 plus volunteers planted 750 trees on this same site.  In total, the Green Committee has 
supported or managed the planting of over 2,000 trees since its inception.  
 
The Green Committee and members of the EAC met on Sunday, October 5 for a 
remediation/clean-up at Shaw's Bridge Park/Brandywine Farms as part of our ongoing plan for 
maintenance of prior plantings.  The small crew straightened tubes/stakes, re-staked trees, 
removed dead trees, picking up trash, and inventoried tree health.  This was the first event of 
this kind where the Committee will set periodic dates to check on tree status and remediate 
where needed.  
 
Effective the end of 2013, former Chair Bruce Arnold resigned from the Green Committee.  Neil 
Weissman was elected Chair for 2014.  The Green Committee proudly welcomed Mark Pontzer 
as Bruce’s replacement effective in January.  Later in the year, John Hagens resigned.  Mr. 
Arnold and Mr. Hagens were valued contributors and instrumental in the growth and 
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development of our Committee.  We truly value their dedicated service and commitment to the 
community. 
 
 

 
Figure 1 - Maintenance of prior tree plantings 

 

The Historical Commission  
 

 The Historical Commission had a light year on the topic of subdivisions and land 
development.  

 The Commission embarked on a three year project interviewing residents for an oral 
history project that will highlight lives historically in East Bradford. 

 The Commission reviewed the Brandywine Battlefield Preservation Plan. 

 The Commission reviewed the Pennsylvania Brandywine Valley Scenic Byways Plan 
and opposed the removal of Tigue Road from the Scenic Byways Corridor Plan. 

 
The Planning Commission 
 

 Tony Biacchi attended the Community Planning Course (Master Planner Program) in 
February 2014. 

 Kathryn Deaville attended “We are deeply rooted” at Brandywine Conservancy on 
March 31, 2014. 

 Bill Tritle attended the Brandywine Creek Greenway Strategic Action Plan presentation 
on April 29, 2014. 

 

The Traffic Committee  
 

The Traffic Committee met twice in 2014.  State Route 52, Lenape Road, was discussed at both 
meetings due to speeding and accident concerns at the 1000 block where the road curves.  The 
Committee reviewed the Lenape Road Safety Evaluation prepared by Gilmore & Associates 
which included delineators, chevrons, pavement markings, curve signs, pavement skid 
treatment and shoulder construction.  In response to this report, PennDot agreed to install 
additional signage and add a high friction surface the next time it is paved.  The Board of 
Supervisors recommended the Township contact a state representative to encourage PennDOT 
to make this a priority. 
 
  



2014 Annual Report 
7 

Other items discussed with PennDOT were: 
 

 Copeland School Road: 600 block curve and winter maintenance responsibilities 

 Strasburg/Highland Road intersection 

 Storm water issues on South Birmingham 

 Crosswalk at Township Campus due to construction of new Public Works building 

 Route 842 between Allerton and Wawaset Roads: several accidents 
 

The Parks & Recreation Board 
 
Activities of the Parks & Recreation Board in 2014: 
 

 Finalized and implemented the Township Facebook page. 

 Completed Pickleball courts and organized free public Pickleball clinics at the new 
courts. 

 Continued newsletter articles on Township parks and open space. 

 Organized and oversaw field permits for approximately 15 organizations, earning nearly 
$18,000.00 in usage fees. 

 Completed Eagle Scout Procedure Guidelines in cooperation with Mandie Cantlin, 
Assistant Township Manager and Charlie Myhre, Eagle Scout Master. 

 Worked with an Eagle Scout to design and create a surround for the flagpole at East 
Bradford Park. 

 Partnered with an Eagle Scout candidate, as well as the Chester County Master 
Gardeners, to clean up the Mt. Bradford Preserve pond area. 

 Cooperated, for the second year, with Urban Promise to use Shaw's Bridge Park as a 
classroom. 

 Continued discussion on the proposed dog park at Brandywine Farm. 
 

 
Figure 2 Boy Scouts clean up Mt. Bradford Preserve 

 

Trails Committee (Subcommittee of the Parks & Recreation Board)   
 

See Parks, Open Space and Trails 
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III. PLANNING 
 

Subdivisions & Land Developments     
 
The following subdivision/land development applications were reviewed in 2014: 
 

 SD #606 Ciccarone; sketch and preliminary subdivision plans – In December 2009, 
Thomas Ciccarone submitted a sketch plan to subdivide 3 parcels (totaling 26.75 acres) 
into 7 lots off of Lenape Road.  After discussing the sketch plan, the applicant submitted 
the preliminary plan in August 2010 and discussion continued throughout 2011, 2012, 
and 2013.  The Board of Supervisors granted preliminary approval in April 2014. 
 

 SD #625 Chester County Art Association; preliminary/final plans – In June 2013, the 
Chester County Art Association submitted a land development plan to renovate and 
expand their existing facility located at 100 North Bradford Avenue.  The Supervisors 
approved the final land development plan in July 2014. 
  

 SD #626 Comerford; sketch and final plans – In August 2013, Patrick Comerford 
submitted a sketch plan to subdivide his 68-acre property located at 900 Copeland 
School Road into three large conservation lots.  A final plan application followed in 
November 2013 and discussion continued through 2014. 

 

 SD #627 Taraschi; final subdivision/lot line change plan – In April 2014, Stephen 
Taraschi submitted a subdivision application to adjust several lot lines (impacting 3 lots) 
to bring several existing features into compliance (shed and driveway).  The Supervisors 
approved the final land development plan in December 2014.  
 

 SD #628 Pennington; final land development plan – In February 2014, Richard 
Pennington submitted a land development plan to construct an accessory structure 
(shed) on his commercial property located at 741 Downingtown Pike.  The Supervisors 
approved the application in April 2014. 
 

 SD #629 Nastase; final subdivision plan – In April 2014, Jake Nastase submitted a 
subdivision plan to divide his 3.859-acre property located at 823 West Miner Street into 2 
lots.  Discussion continued through 2014.  

 

 SD #630 University Student Housing; preliminary/final land development plan – In 
June 2014, USH submitted a land development plan to expand the maintenance building 
located on Carey Drive.  The Supervisors granted final approval in September.   

 

Conditional Uses - none 
 

Comprehensive Plan  
 
In 2014 the Township applied for and was awarded $35,000 from Chester County to update its 
Comprehensive Plan.  Thomas Comitta Associates was selected as the lead planner for the 
project.  The Supervisors determined that the Plan will revolve around four general themes: 
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1. Route 322/Downingtown Pike corridor between West Chester Borough and the Timber 
Top Farm trailhead. 

2. Bradford Avenue/Lenape Road between Route 322/Downingtown Pike and Birmingham 
Road. 

3. Bicycle and pedestrian connectivity and circulation. 
4. Means to coordinate land use planning and regulation with West Chester Borough for 

the mutual benefit of both municipalities.  

IV. ZONING 
 
The following Zoning Hearing Board applications were considered in 2014: 

 

 Michael Earyes, 1199 Muirfield Drive, Zoning Appeal Enforcement Notice and Validity 
Challenge 01-24-13 regarding solar array glare.  Applicant complied with requirements 
of Enforcement Notice in June. 

 David Pinto, 1325 Circle Drive, variance relief (setback and coverage).  Relief granted in 
April.   

 Black Rowan Estate, 998 Lenape Road, appeal to Enforcement Notice.  Enforcement 
Notice upheld and appeal denied in August. 

 Peter Latta, 855 Conner Road, variance relief requested.  Decision pending as of 
December. 

 REEP-RTL Bradford PA LLC, Bradford Plaza Shopping Center, 700 Downingtown Pike, 
sign variance relief requested.  Relief granted in December. 

 

V. LEGISLATION 
 

Ordinances    
 
The following ordinances were adopted in 2014: 
 

 In May, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 01-2014 amending regulations contained in 
Chapter 16 – Liens and Claims – to approve collection procedures and adopt a schedule 
of attorney fees to be added to the amount collected as part of municipal claims for 
delinquent accounts.  
 

 In June, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 02-2014 amending regulations contained in 
Chapter 89 – Sewers – to provide for enforcement by summary offense related to on-lot 
sewage disposal facilities. 
 

 In June, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 03-2014 amending regulations contained in 
Chapter 104 Vehicles and Traffic, Section 104-6, Stop Intersections. 
 

 In August, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 04-2014 amending regulations contained 
in Chapter 89 – Sewers – to add penalty and interest amounts to delinquent sewer fees 
and to establish when charges become a lien. 
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 In September, the Supervisors adopted Ordinance 05-2014 adding Chapter 72 – 
Neighborhood Blight Protections and Enforcement, to the Code of East Bradford 
Township, allowing for certain protections and safeguards in order to address 
deteriorated properties, public nuisances and properties in serious violation of state or 
municipal codes. 

 

Resolutions  
 
The Board of Supervisors adopted the following resolutions in 2014:  

 

 Resolution 01-2014 describing the emergency service providers and first response 
boundaries for the Township in 2014. 

 Resolution 02-2014 appointing all current members to the Zoning Hearing Board as 
provided in Article IX of Act 246, as amended. 

 Resolution 03-2014 updating the Township fee schedule. 

 Resolution 04-2014 to approve an update to the East Bradford Township Emergency 
Management Plan. 

 Resolution 05-2014 to comply with regulations for tax-exempt securities. 

 Resolution 09-2014 to adopt Chester County Vision Partnership Program Grant 
Application – for Township submission of an application for grant funds to update the 
East Bradford Township 2004 Comprehensive Plan. 

 Resolution 11-2014 to grant preliminary plan approval to Ciccarone, SD# 606. 

 Resolution 19-2014 to authorize the levying of 0.34 mills on each dollar of assessed 
valuation for real property taxes for 2015. 
 

The Supervisors adopted the following records disposition resolutions in accordance with Act 
428 of 1968: 
 

 Resolution 06-2014 (January) 

 Resolution 07-2014 (February) 

 Resolution 08-2014 (March) 

 Resolution 10-2014 (April) 

 Resolution 12-2014 (May) 

 Resolution 13-2014 (June) 

 Resolution 14-2014 (July) 

 Resolution 15-2014 (August) 

 Resolution 16-2014 (October) 

 Resolution 17-2014 (November) 

 Resolution 18-2014 (December) 
 

The Supervisors adopted the following resolution relating to open space (OS): 

 Resolution OS01-2014 approving the filing of an application for Chester County 
Municipal Grant Program assistance (February.)  

 
The Supervisors adopted Resolution 01S-2014 as a revision to the “Official Sewage Facilities 
Plan” for the Patrick Comerford Subdivision SD #626. 
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VI. ENGINEERING 
 

The Township further investigated a potentially malfunctioning subsurface stormwater 
management basin located at the terminus of Shadowwood Drive.  The basin is scheduled for 
redesign/maintenance/repair by the Township in 2015. 
 
The Township discovered potential maintenance issues with a stormwater management 
detention basin in the Briarwood Circle development and is coordinating a maintenance plan 
with the responsible property owners to obtain further information in 2015 and prepare a 
maintenance schedule to be completed in the future. 
 
The Township coordinated with PennDOT to improve the driving conditions at a curve on Route 
842, Bridge Road, the site of several accidents during inclement weather.  PennDOT installed 
“High Friction Surface Pavement”, a new product/material on the curve and approaches in an 
effort to correct the problem.  Additional signage and pavement markings will be installed in 
2015. 
 
The Township coordinated with PennDOT to improve the driving conditions at a curve on Route 
52, Lenape Road, the site of several accidents during inclement weather.  PennDOT installed 
additional curve warning signage in the area, with the intent of installing “High Friction Surface 
Pavement” on the curve and approaches with additional pavement markings in 2015. 
 
The Township coordinated with PennDOT to provide input on preliminary plans for the 
replacement of the open grate bridge located at Route 322 over the Brandywine.  The proposed 
bridge location is of particular importance, as it will potentially enable a parking area for the 
Brandywine Trail to be installed at the existing road location to provide much needed parking for 
the trail users. 
 
The Township coordinated with PennDOT to address a problem on Boot Road with large trucks 
heading eastbound on Boot Road that cannot clear the railroad tunnel height.  These trucks 
must turn around on Boot Road using adjacent private property and cause traffic delays of 
approximately one hour, causing traffic bypasses to Ravine Road.  PennDOT plans to 
investigate and address this problem in 2015. 
 
The Township investigated reconfiguring traffic patterns on Ravine Road, to alleviate heavy load 
traffic on the roadway that may be exhibiting the start of economically irreparable deterioration.  
Potential reconfiguration patterns consisted of abandonment and partial abandonment of the 
roadway, one-way traffic patterns and total/partial reconstruction projects.  After further study 
and review, combined with discussion with the impacted residents, the current traffic pattern 
remained. 
 
The Township inspected and completed maintenance on the sewage lines tributary to the 
Strode’s Mill sewage pumping station.  All lines were inspected and televised.  Four manholes 
exhibiting substantial infiltration were repaired and a foundation drain/sump pump connection 
was eliminated from the system.  Flow reduction estimates are in the order of magnitude of 
20,000 gallons per day.  Further inspection is expected in 2015 to confirm suspicions of 
additional sump pump connections.  The Township is cooperating with Birmingham Township 
on this matter, as a portion of the tributary area lies in Birmingham. 
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The Township drafted a substantial revision to the Riparian Buffer Area protection ordinance to 
match the current ordinance to updated sciences.  The ordinance is planned for adoption in 
2015.   
 
The Township drafted a traffic planning and signalization ordinance, scheduled for review and 
adoption in 2015.  No prior ordinance of this type exists. 
 
The Township reviewed preliminary layout sketches for a natural gas pipeline project proposed 
by Sunoco, through a portion of the Township open space lands.  The final layout is still in 
planning, and may or may not include a route through the Township. 
 
Institutional development was prevalent in the Township during 2014, with expansions being 
planned and/or constructed for East Bradford Elementary School, the Chester County Art 
Association, the Holy Ascension Orthodox Christian Church and the Township Public Works 
Department storage facility.  Residential development was less prevalent, with only the 
Comerford Subdivision (4 lots) and the Nastase Subdivision (2 lots) presented for the planning 
phase.  Commercial development was limited to a small expansion of the Pennington Auto body 
shop.  

VII. BUILDING  
 

 
 
 

A summary of building permit activity in 2014 is provided on the following page: 
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 TOTAL COST OF COST OF PRIVATE PUBLIC HIGHWAY 

  NUMBERS CONSTRUCTION PERMITS SEWAGE SEWAGE FUND 

SINGLE-FAMILY 
DETACHED 3 $1,059,550 $3,100 $0 $0 $0 

SINGLE FAMILY 
ATTACHED 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

MULTI-FAMILY 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

COMMERCIAL  1 $1,088,930 $0 $0 $0 $0 

SPRINKLERS 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS-
RESIDENTIAL 59 $2,744,699 $21,995 $0 $0 $0 

POOLS 4 $221,384 $1,895 $0 $0 $0 

GARAGES 1 $40,150 $350 $0 $0 $0 

OTHERS-DECKS 12 $204,377 $2,585 $0 $0 $0 

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS-
COMMERCIAL 7 $467,305 $935 $0 $0 $0 

RETAINING WALLS 2 $83,000 $505 $0 $0 $0 

CONSTUCTION TRAILERS 2 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

DEMOLITION 2 $34,450 $150  $0  $0  $0 

ACCESSORY 14 $57,491 $2,800 $0 $0 $0 

TEMPORARY STRUCTURE 0 $0 $0  $0  $0  $0 

JOB TRAILER 0 $0 $0  $0  $0 $0  

SOLAR INSTALLATIONS  1 $25,000 $200 $0 $0 $0 

TIMBERING 0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

TOTALS 108 $6,026,336 $34,515 $0 $0 $0 

 
 

VIII. PARKS, OPEN SPACE & TRAILS 
  

Brandywine Farm – Throughout 2014, the Township worked with PECO to secure a lease to 
construct a parking lot on PECO property to serve a planned dog park on the southern portion 
of Brandywine Farm. 
  
Brandywine Creek Greenway Strategic Action Plan – The Brandywine Conservancy 
received William Penn funding to do some preliminary planning along the County-wide 
Brandywine-Struble Recreation Corridor.  The Conservancy completed the Concept Plan in 
March 2012.  The Brandywine Conservancy completed the Brandywine Creek Greenway 
Strategic Action Plan (the follow-up to the Concept Plan prepared in 2012) in 2014.   
  

Brandywine Trail; Phase 2 – Staff and volunteers laid out a natural surface trail adjacent to the 
paved Trail with volunteers during 2014.  Construction is slated for 2015.   
 
Brandywine Trail; Phase 3 – Eagle Scout Candidate Joe Zappitelli constructed a kiosk sign at 
the new trail head. 

 

mailto:6DU@$5220
mailto:2D.U.@500.00
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Figure 3 Brandywine Trail Kiosk 

 

Brandywine Trail; Phase 5 – The Township engaged McCormick Taylor to prepare a feasibility 
study of the segment of trail that would extend from the Ingram’s Mill Nature Area on Creek 
Road south to the Stroud Preserve.  The study, which was completed in September 2014, 
considered three alignment alternatives, but ultimately recommends a westerly alignment – 
closest to the Brandywine Creek. 
 
Chapel Trail at Paradise Valley – In 2012, the Township discovered that the Paradise Valley 
trail that accesses the field from Ravine Road continues to erode in one section.  After much 
consideration, the Township and Camp agreed to engage Penn Trails in 2014 to evaluate the 
erosion area and recommend a solution.  Penn Trails’ assessment continued into 2015.   

 

Harmony Hill Nature Area – The Public Works Department installed drainage diverters at the 
bottom of the yellow trail to reduce runoff and sediment build up on the paved trail.  There were 
four volunteer-led workdays throughout 2014 with strong turnouts.   
 
Jane Reed Park – Eagle Scout Candidate Dan Hanna constructed a kiosk sign for Jane Reed 
Park along with a trail dedication sign in honor of Peter Orr, former long-time Parks & 
Recreation Board chair. 
 

  
Figure 4 Jane Reed Park 

 
M. John Johnson Nature Center – West Chester Fish and Game (WCF&G) requested that the 
Township take over maintenance responsibility of the Nature Center trails.  WCF&G asked that 
the facility retain its name and that the trails remain open to pedestrians only.  The Township 
worked with PECO throughout 2014 to facilitate the lease transfer. 
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Mt. Bradford Preserve – Public Works removed invasive vegetation from the Mt. Bradford 
Preserve in an effort to restore the meadow.  The Township will continue to work with Natural 
Lands Trust to monitor, treat, and replant the meadow over the next year or two.   
 
Naturalist Walks – Trails Committee members John Spangler, Bob Hawkes, and Michael 
Colley started working to organize one or more naturalist walks on Township properties and 
trails.  The first walk is tentatively scheduled to occur in May 2015 using the Paradise Farm 
Camp public trail. 
 
Stewardship – NLT completed three more stewardship assessment reports in 2014 – Shaw’s 
Bridge Park, Copeland Park, and Sugar’s Bridge Nature Area.  The Township will use these 
reports to identify management tasks, prioritize projects, and apportion appropriate funding. 
 
XL Global Day of Giving – During the XL Group Global Day of Giving on May 9 XL employees 
assisted Paradise Farm Camps and the Township in preparing the Trail Blazer Run race 
course. 
 

Trail Blazer Race – The Trail Blazer Race took place on Thursday June 19, 2014.  This year’s 
events included a 5 mile trail run and a 1½ mile family fun hike.  Victory Brewing Company 
sponsored and catered the post-race party at the Camp where all participants received a free 
sandwich and a cold beer (or root beer).  Run the Day timed the race and Ace Hardware 
provided the water.  The Township received $2,500 as well as in-kind sponsorship support from: 
 

Paradise Farm Camps   Victory Brewing Company 
Ace Hardware     Harrison Hill 
McCormick Taylor    Glackin Thomas Panzak 
H. A. Weigand, Inc.    Bruce A. Colley, D.O., P.C. 
Carroll Engineering Corporation  Hotel Warner 
United Tire & Service of Downingtown Unruh Turner Burke & Frees 
 

The Township netted $4,000 from the event.  These funds will help support the Township’s trail 
program. 

 

   
Figure 5 Trail Blazer Race 
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Figure 6 Trail Blazer Race 

 

IX. ROADS & PUBLIC WORKS  
 
2014 Road Improvements included: 
 

 Creek Road (Route 162 – Rte. 842) 

 Allerton Road (Route 842 to Allerton Road County Iron Bridge) 

 Sunset Hollow Road (west) (Copeland School Road – 975 Sunset Hollow Road) 

 Brandywine Road (White Ridge Drive to Harmony Hill Road) 
 
After PennDOT approval, Public Works installed 3-way stop signs at intersection of Frank and 
Copeland School Roads (at the Township driveway entrance), improving safety at that 
intersection. 
 
Residents of Ravine Road were invited to attend the Board of Supervisors’ November meeting 
to discuss the deteriorating condition of the section of Ravine Road that is in the Township, 
which services seven properties and the Paradise Farm Camp.  The residents voiced their 
opinions and possible remedies were discussed.  A traffic count of that road will be scheduled. 
 
In January, the Board of Supervisors awarded contractor bids totaling $1,533,755.00 for the 
construction of the new Public Works facilities to: 
 

 General Contractor:   Uhrig Construction, Inc. Reading, PA 

 Electrical Contractor:  AJM Electrical, Inc. Chester Twp., PA 

 Plumbing Contractor:  Jay R. Reynolds, Inc. Willow Street, PA 

 Mechanical Contractor: Delta T. Mechanical, LLC, Mohnton, PA 
 
Masano Architects Group of Wyomissing, PA designed the 8,426 SF building (with an 80’ x 142’ 
work yard/parking lot in front), which provides the following: 
 
 Office for Public Works Director  Locker room 
 Lunchroom/kitchen    Equipment/tool room 
 Multi-use room    Heavy vehicle garage 
 Laundry/mudroom & bathrooms  Light vehicle garage/mezzanine 

Indoor wash bay with water reclaim system 
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Construction commenced on April 1.  There was a delay in the delivery of the building, which 
resulted in a time extension.  Construction was completed in December.   
 
 

 
Figure 7 New Public Works Facility 

X. MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
At the recommendation of the Park & Recreation Board, the Board of Supervisors authorized 
the initiation of a Facebook social meeting site on the Township web page on August 1.  
Facebook allows residents to receive timely information including emergency situations, 
Township news, recreation events, storm information, and other general information that may be 
useful to residents. 
 
In February the West Bradford Composting Site, where Township residents may dispose brush, 
extended their operational hours in response to the many downed tree branches due to ice and 
snow storms.  A.J. Blosenski, Township trash hauler, also offered yard waste removal services 
for a fee during summer months in response to increased demands from residents for brush 
disposal.   

XI. 2014 BUDGET 
The East Bradford Township Board of Supervisors approved the 2014 budget package at its 
December 10, 2013 meeting. The 2014 budget consists of six distinct budgets – General, 
Sewer, Highway Improvement, Liquid Fuels, Capital Reserve, and Open Space.    
 
General Fund – The General Fund is the fund that most residents are familiar with.  The 
general fund is the principal operating fund for the Township (e.g. police, fire, recreation, 
planning, codes, etc.).  General Fund receipts have performed to budget during 2013.  
Generally speaking, the 2014 budget maintains the same services and programs as in 2013.  
One exception is the incorporation of selected capital reserve funding scheduled expenses in 
the General Fund Budget to provide improved transparency.  The 2014 General Fund Budget is 
balanced without the need for a property tax increase.  The net total budget increase of 
$193,326 (5.7%) from 2013 to 2014 is primarily related to the police agreement ($38,469), fire 
protection services ($72,591), capital reserve funding ($35,000) and productivity (IT) technology 
($26,000).  The increase in expenditures is offset by a projected net (minus capital reserve fund 
receipt) increase in revenues of 6.1% primarily related to estimated increases in earned income 
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tax and real estate transfer tax.  A breakdown of general fund revenues and expenditures is 
provided below. 

Budgeted Revenues 

 
 

Budgeted Expenditures  

 
 

The Highway Improvement Fund, Liquid Fuels Fund, and Capital Reserve Fund all support and 
complement the General Fund: 
 
Highway Improvement Fund – The Highway Improvement Fund supports the design 
and construction of road improvements.  It generally functions as a capital improvement 
and contingency fund for roads and related infrastructure.  Revenues originally were 
derived from developers’ contributions – mostly during the 1990’s.  In recent years, with 
less development activity, the fund balance is declining and currently is used to provide 
supportive funding for selected road improvements. 
 
Liquid Fuels Fund – Receipts for the State Liquid Fuels Fund are provided by the State 
of Pennsylvania from gas taxes.  The receipts are based upon Township road miles and 
population.  Use of the fund is limited to road maintenance/reconstruction and related 
equipment purchases.  The annual receipt represents an essential funding source for 
Township road maintenance projects.  The 2014 Budget reflects a 4.0% decrease in 
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state funding from 2013 but the recently approved transportation funding legislation 
signed by Governor Corbett in November could substantially improve annual Liquid 
Fuels funding to local government in the years ahead. 
 
Capital Reserve Fund – The Capital Reserve Fund is used for capital projects, major 
equipment purchase/replacements, etc.  The Capital Reserve Fund incorporates 
recommendations from the recently completed Capital Reserve Study and the 2012 
Road Maintenance Plan, both of which provide funding schedules to maintain and 
replace existing Township facilities and infrastructure. 
 
Sewer Fund – The Sewer Fund supports public sewer service to over 1,200 customers in 
the Township through an intergovernmental cooperation agreement with the Borough of 
West Chester.  The sewer fund includes both an operating account and a capital reserve 
account.  Sewer rates are determined by the Borough with Township system operation 
expenses added to the actual customer sewer rate.  The 2014 Sewer Fund Budget will 
maintain the same sewer fee rates to Township residents served by public sewer. 
 
Open Space Fund – Established in 1999, the Open Space Fund is funded from the open 
space preservation tax (¼ of 1% on earned income) pursuant to the Open Space 
Preservation Act.  Expenditures are restricted to acquisition of interests in real property 
and costs associated with these acquisition activities.  The Open Space Fund represents 
the only source of Township debt at this time.   
 

XII. MISCELLANEOUS 
A preliminary security assessment of the Township Campus was 
prepared by the West Chester Police Department, along with 
recommendations to improve security.  Township staff reviewed this 
report and contributed suggestions.  A few of the recommendations 
were implemented but more comprehensive improvements are being 
considered. 
 
In July the Board of Supervisors presented a $1,000 art scholarship 
upon the recommendation of the East Bradford Art Scholarship 
Committee to Olivia de Castro, a graduate of Henderson High School 

who will pursue art studies at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New 
York.   
 
In October, the Board of Supervisors held an appreciation dinner at 
the Radley Run Country Club for township volunteers and their 
guests.  Approximately eighty were in attendance. 

Figure 8 Olivia de 
Castro and Barbie 
Johnson, local artist 
and creator of the 

scholarship 
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