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East Bradford Township 
Trails Committee  

(Subcommittee of the Parks & Recreation Board) 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 18, 2016 
 

The February regular meeting of the East Bradford Township Trails Committee (TC) (subcommittee of the Parks and 
Recreation (P&R) Board) was held on February 18, 2016 in the McCardle Meeting Room of the Township Building, 666 
Copeland School Road, West Chester, County of Chester, PA 19380-1822.   
 
Committee members present:  

John Spangler, Chairman 
Harry Hatzipavlides, Vice Chairman  
Tony Blanco 
Michael Colley 
Sheila Fleming 
Bob Hawkes 
Betsey Mehl 
Josie Parman 
Andy Schaum 
Jim Wakefield 

Committee members absent: 
Joseph Hamel 
Maria Kenny 
Fred Rothman 
Jacob Singer 

Staff/Professionals present: 
Mandie Cantlin, Trails Committee Liaison and Assistant Township Manager  
Tenley Adams, Property and Recreation Assistant 

Others in attendance:  
 Dave Redmond 

  
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by Chairman Spangler.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
MINUTES: Josie Parman made a motion to approve the minutes from January 21, 2016, as presented. Tony Blanco 
seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.   
  
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Brandywine Trail –  
 

a. Rules / regulations – Ms. Cantlin distributed draft paved trail regulations prepared by Mrs. Adams for 
review and comment.  The main concern of the committee is the times that people are allowed to use the 
trail.  The draft regulations have specific times that the trails are closed depending on the time of the year. 
Mr. Spangler commented that he enjoys walking at night and that also cyclist’s should be allowed to use 
the trail at night to stay off of Downingtown Pike.  The committee was in agreement that the time 
restrictions should be removed and the trail be open 24/7.  Ms. Mehl questioned why the trail did not allow 
equestrian use and Ms. Cantlin commented that currently there are not any areas for parking of horse 
trailers and with the current popularity of the trail it was a concern that horses may get scared by the 
bicycles that use the trail. If equestrian use is relevant in the future, the Township will evaluate the trail 
usage and construction requirements to make one or more trails sustainable for horses.   
 

b. End-to-End Hike – Mr. Spangler commented that a re-route of the End –to–End Hike that takes place on 
the historic Brandywine Trail, which goes from Eagle, PA to Wilmington, DE, is being considered because 
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of the sale of Deborah’s Rock Farm on West Strasburg Road.  He hopes to have more details at the next 
meeting. 

  
2. Chapel Trail – Ms. Cantlin shared the following funding breakdown for the project, which is expected to cost 

around $18,000: 
 

 

 
* Due to relatively few applications received for the 2015 grant round, PECO/NLT extended the grant 
deadline to March, so awards will not be announced until late spring/early summer.  The Township 
requested $10,000. 

 
Yesterday, Township Engineer Mark Lucas assessed stormwater runoff, which PennTrails raised as a potential 
concern.   Mr. Lucas recommended that the Township postpone any upslope water management until after the 
bridge is constructed so that specific drainage patterns can be monitored and remedied (if required).   At this 
point, PennTrails is preparing the final proposal for the project. 

 
3. Naturalist Guided Walks – Last month, the Committee met with Kendra McMillin to discuss the spring walk.  Her 

walk will focus on forest ecology.  The walk has been scheduled for Sunday, May 15th at 2pm with a rain date of 
Saturday, May 22nd at 2pm.  There was discussion about highlighting the property adjacent to Stroud Preserve 
belonging to Joe Armstrong.  Mr. Spangler stated that he plans to walk the property with Ms. McMillin on 
Tuesday, February 23rd.  Once the location and route are finalized, the marketing materials can be completed. 
Mr. Colley commented that with the limited number of openings for the scheduled walks he thought the general 
public should have the ability to sign up before any of the committee members, allowing more people to learn 
about nature.  Ms. Cantlin said that she didn’t think that if a few committee members were to sign up after the 
openings are filled that it would be a problem.  

  
4. SD 623 Tigue; Conditional Use – Toll Brothers submitted revised conditional use materials. The proposed layout 

is very similar.  There are still 91 units consisting of 26 new single family dwellings (SFD), one existing dwelling, 
and 64 carriage homes.  The TC unanimously agreed to recommend that: 

  
a. The applicant provide a public trail along the northern boundary of the main parcel to connect the public 

trail along Tigue Road to the northern portion of the Golden Ram trail located on West Chester University 
property. 

b. The applicant relocate a portion of the trail on Tigue Road to traverse between the proposed houses on 
the southern parcel and the Plum Run.  The trail should intersect Tigue Road along the eastern and 
western boundary lines. 

c. The applicant work to eliminate or reduce the number of houses on the southern side of Tigue Road. 
d. The public trail cross Plum Run and connect to the Township-owned Strode’s Barn property. 
e. The applicant construct the trail before houses are sold. 

 
5. 2015 Trail Blazer Run – The group will meet at the conclusion of the meeting. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Watch Group – Supervisor Pompo shared an article about a new Schuylkill River Trail Watch Group, which was 
organized to deter crime on the path.  Ms. Cantlin asked if a similar group would have merit in East Bradford for 
the trails.  Mr. Schaum said that he had read the article relating to the Schuylkill River Trail and that he didn’t see 
a need for a group at this point in time as we are not having those issues.  Mr. Spangler commented that the 
cyclist who use the trails often police the trails. 
  

 
  

East Bradford Township Open Space Fund $7,000 
2015 Trail Blazer Run Proceeds $4,000 
2016 Trail Blazer Run Proceeds (projected) $4,000 
Paradise Farm Camp  $7,000 
PECO Green Region Grant TBD* 

Total Available $22,000 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  
 

1. Brandywine Creek Greenway and Plum Run Green Corridor – The Brandywine Conservancy received a $490,000 
grant from the William Penn Foundation to continue its work on the Brandywine Creek Greenway through January 
2018. Ms. Fleming is working to schedule liaison meetings this spring and said that one of the first areas they will 
review is the Plum Run Corridor. 

 
2. Trails and Shared Use Pathways Signage and Wayfinding Workshop – Mr. Schaum, Mrs. Adams, and Ms. Cantlin 

attended the workshop earlier in the month.  The workshop covered topics about: 
 

a. Why signage is important 
b. How signage should relate to trail users 
c. Types of signs 
d. Information to include on signs  
e. Components of signs 

 
3. Chester Valley Trail Extension – The next task force meeting is scheduled for February 25.  The next public 

meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 31. 
 

4. Comprehensive Plan – The task force last met on February 3, 2016 and reviewed the first draft of the plan.  Ms. 
Cantlin is reviewing the 2004 plan in an effort to make sure any relevant recommendations from the prior plan are 
integrated into the new plan.  The next Comprehensive Plan meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2016. 
 
Mr. Spangler stated that a meeting was held earlier this week between West Chester Borough and East Bradford 
Township to discuss Bradford Avenue including the possibility of creating a pedestrian friendly walking area 
(currently there are very few sidewalks on Bradford Avenue) and the paving of the roadway.  Aqua will be 
replacing piping in the roadway in the near future and they will be required to repave the areas where they were 
working.  The Borough is hopeful that a task force (EBT & WCB) can be created to review the area and create a 
plan to make it pedestrian friendly.   
 

5. Member’s Trail Inspections – Mr. Hatzipavlides suggested that committee member’s visit there assigned areas to 
see if there is any damage to the trails after the winter and what type of clean up may be necessary. 
 

a. Blue Rock Trail (Fred Rothman) 
b. Brandywine Trail (Andy Schaum) 
c. Copeland / East Bradford Park Trail (Harry Hatzipavlides)  
d. Harmony Hill Nature Area; red and yellow trails (John Spangler; Tony Blanco)  
e. Harmony Hill Nature Area; green trail (Sheila Fleming; Maria Kenny; John Spangler; Tony Blanco)  
f. Harmony Hill Nature Area; blue and black (John Spangler; Tony Blanco)  
g. Historic Brandywine Trail  
h. Jane Reed Park (Harry Hatzipavlides)  
i. Paradise Valley Nature Area (Michael Colley; Bob Hawkes; Andy Schaum) 
j. Shaw’s Bridge (Fred Rothman)  
k. Starr Farm Park (Michael Colley)  
l. Timber Top Farm (Jacob Singer)  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Ms. Fleming mentioned that a Brandywine Trail Bike Ride is being planned as part of the William 
Penn Grant that was received.  The ride to take place in September 2016 will have three different classes, 80 mile, 40 
mile and a family ride.  As more information becomes available she will share it with the committee. 
 
Ms. Parman mentioned that the Brandywine Hills Point-to-Point will take place on Sunday April 3rd at the Myrick 
Conservation Center.  This is a benefit for the Brandywine Red Clay Alliance’s conservation programs (formerly BVA). 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next scheduled meeting of the Trails Committee is March 17, 2016 at 12 noon.   

 
ADJOURNMENT / CONTINUANCE: At approximately 12:50 p.m., the Committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Tenley Adams 
Recording Secretary 
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TRAILS COMMITTEE PRIORITIES (2016): 

 
1. Paradise Valley Nature Area (trail improvements, Chapel Trail, & Valley Creek fish habitat improvement) 
2. Mt. Bradford Improvements (meadow restoration, parking area, paved trail) 
3. Brandywine Trail Phase 5 
4. Plum Run Corridor 

 
Other projects that are not prioritized include: 
 

• Bike/ped improvements along Sconnelltown Road (Mt. Bradford to Sconnelltown Park) 
• Brookworth Trails (and connection to WCB) 
• Brandywine Farm 
• Brandywine Trail – Phase 4 (Skelp Level to Ingram’s Mill)  
• Improve / repave trail between Copeland and East Bradford Park 
• Fire Company trail 
• Construct off-road path to improve bike use at Allerton Road / Creek Road / Miner St intersection  
• Guthrie trail easement  
• Ravine to Brandywine Road 
• Sunset Hollow Road  
• Sunset Hollow / Happy Creek / Harmony Hill  

 


