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East Bradford Township 
Trails Committee  

(Subcommittee of the Parks & Recreation Board) 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 17, 2016 
 

The March regular meeting of the East Bradford Township Trails Committee (TC) (subcommittee of the Parks and 
Recreation (P&R) Board) was held on March 17, 2016 in the McCardle Meeting Room of the Township Building, 666 
Copeland School Road, West Chester, County of Chester, PA 19380-1822.   
 
Committee members present:  

John Spangler, Chairman 
Harry Hatzipavlides, Vice Chairman  
Tony Blanco 
Michael Colley 
Sheila Fleming 
Joseph Hamel 
Bob Hawkes 
Maria Kenny 
Betsey Mehl 
Josie Parman 
Andy Schaum 
Jacob Singer 

Committee members absent: 
Fred Rothman 
Jim Wakefield 

Staff/Professionals present: 
Mandie Cantlin, Trails Committee Liaison and Assistant Township Manager  
Tenley Adams, Property and Recreation Assistant 

Others in attendance:  
 Dave Redmond 

Rob Daniels, Brandywine Conservancy 
Damien Kletzien 
  

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by Chairman Spangler.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
MINUTES: Ms. Parman made a motion to approve the minutes from February 23, 2016, as presented.  Mr. Schaum 
seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.   
  
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Brandywine Creek Greenway and Plum Run Green Corridor – Ms. Fleming stated that interested parties had met 
about the Plum Run Greenway prior to the Trails Committee meeting to discuss upcoming projects.  One project 
that is being planned is a community educational meeting to be held in the fall about the Plum Run Greenway 
project. As the event moves forward, more information will be provided. Ms. Fleming also said that a map will be 
provided of projects that are anticipated in the area of the Tigue/Toll property to be used during the conditional 
use process for development of the Tigue property. 
 

2. Brandywine Conservancy Bike Ride – Rob Daniels of the Brandywine Conservancy updated the Committee on 
the Brandywine Trail Bike Ride that is being planned as part of the William Penn Grant that was received.  The 
ride is to take place on September 17, 2016 and will have three different classes, 80 mile, 40 mile plus a family 
ride which will highlight the Brandywine Greenways.  More info will be coming as it is firmed up. 
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3. Brandywine Trail –  
 

a. Rules / regulations – Last month, the committee was in agreement that the time restrictions should be 
removed and the trail should be open 24/7.  This information was forwarded to West Bradford Township 
and we are awaiting a formal response from them. 
 

b. End-to-End Hike – Mr. Spangler commented that a re-route of the End –to–End Hike that takes place on 
the historic Brandywine Trail, which goes from Eagle, PA to Wilmington, DE, is being considered because 
of the sale of Deborah’s Rock Farm on West Strasburg Road.  The new route will take them across 
Copes Bridge to North Creek Road and back across the Brandywine Creek at the Stroud Preserve.  They 
will have a warm up hike on March 26th (Eagle to Lenape) with the full hike to take place on April 9th.  It 
was suggested that the electronic sign board could be placed on West Strasburg Road at Copes Bridge 
to notify west bound motorists of the hikers being on the bridge. 

  
4. Chapel Trail – The Township and Camp are in receipt of the updated proposal.  The updated cost estimate which 

is expected to cost around $18,250 with Penn Trails anticipating that the installation would be in the fall of 2016.  
Mr. Schaum suggested that volunteer labor could be used to help keep costs down and also wondered if the 
installation could be moved up to allow use of the trail this summer.  Ms. Cantlin said she will contact them to 
discuss the possibility of moving the date up.  

 
5. M John Johnson Nature Center Off-Site Pedestrian Access – A resident who lives on Skelp Level Road has 

expressed interest in constructing a trail that would enable someone walking on Skelp Level Road to enter the  
M John Johnson Nature Center at the top of the hill (to avoid walking along Skelp Level Road).  Four possible 
alternatives have been identified so far: 
 

a. Construct a natural surface trail along the contour lines between Skelp Level Road and the paved trail. 
b. Construct a natural surface trail along the fall line parallel to Skelp Level Road between the road and the 

parking lot (there would be relatively little erosion risk). 
c. Consider widening Skelp Level Road to accommodate bikes and pedestrians along the road when the 

road is repaved (tentatively slated for 2017). 
d. Construct a trail through a right of way on the east side of Skelp Level road to access Hillside Avenue and 

Brandywine Avenue. 
 

Public Works Director John Carroll will be considering the options.  The Committee discussed the different options 
and raised concerns about people walking/biking along Skelp Level Road if it is widened, as it would still be very 
dangerous.  The preference was for the natural surface trail (a) down through the property. 

 
6. Naturalist Guided Walks – The Committee agreed to conduct the walk at the Harmony Hill Nature Area, which will 

take place on May 15th. A description of the walk is needed to complete the marketing materials. 
  

7. 2015 Trail Blazer Run – The group will meet at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  
 

1. Chester Valley Trail Extension – During the February meeting, the Chester County Planning Commission 
reviewed the outcome of the survey to date (the survey will remain active through May 
(http://www.landscapes2.org/transportation/cvte.cfm)).  To date, they have received about 740 responses.  Of 
those: 97% favor extending the CVT westward; 79% consider themselves frequent users; and 68% said they 
would use a new western extension.  The County reviewed an alternatives analysis summary.  The next public 
meeting is scheduled for March 30 at the West Whiteland Township Building. 

 
2. Comprehensive Plan – The first final draft of the plan is scheduled for distribution on Friday March 18.  The next 

Comprehensive Plan meeting is scheduled for March 30.   

http://www.landscapes2.org/transportation/cvte.cfm
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3.  Ms. Parman mentioned that the Brandywine Hills Point to Point on Sunday April 3rd, which benefits the 

Brandywine Red Clay Alliance programs.  Raffle tickets are available at the event. 
  

4.  Member’s Trail Inspections – this was not discussed. 
 

a. Blue Rock Trail (Fred Rothman) 
b. Brandywine Trail (Andy Schaum) 
c. Copeland / East Bradford Park Trail (Harry Hatzipavlides)  
d. Harmony Hill Nature Area; red and yellow trails (John Spangler; Tony Blanco)  
e. Harmony Hill Nature Area; green trail (Sheila Fleming; Maria Kenny; John Spangler; Tony Blanco)  
f. Harmony Hill Nature Area; blue and black (John Spangler; Tony Blanco)  
g. Historic Brandywine Trail  
h. Jane Reed Park (Harry Hatzipavlides)  
i. Paradise Valley Nature Area (Michael Colley; Bob Hawkes; Andy Schaum) 
j. Shaw’s Bridge (Fred Rothman)  
k. Starr Farm Park (Michael Colley)  
l. Timber Top Farm (Jacob Singer)  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: none 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next scheduled meeting of the Trails Committee is April 21, 2016 at 12 noon.   

 
ADJOURNMENT / CONTINUANCE: At approximately 12:50 p.m., the Committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Tenley Adams 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
TRAILS COMMITTEE PRIORITIES (2016): 

 
1. Paradise Valley Nature Area (trail improvements, Chapel Trail, & Valley Creek fish habitat improvement) 
2. Mt. Bradford Improvements (meadow restoration, parking area, paved trail) 
3. Brandywine Trail Phase 5 
4. Plum Run Corridor 

 
Other projects that are not prioritized include: 
 

• Bike/ped improvements along Sconnelltown Road (Mt. Bradford to Sconnelltown Park) 
• Brookworth Trails (and connection to WCB) 
• Brandywine Farm 
• Brandywine Trail – Phase 4 (Skelp Level to Ingram’s Mill)  
• Improve / repave trail between Copeland and East Bradford Park 
• Fire Company trail 
• Construct off-road path to improve bike use at Allerton Road / Creek Road / Miner St intersection  
• Guthrie trail easement  
• Ravine to Brandywine Road 
• Sunset Hollow Road  
• Sunset Hollow / Happy Creek / Harmony Hill  

 


