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East Bradford Township 
Trails Committee  

(Subcommittee of the Parks & Recreation Board) 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2016 
 

The April regular meeting of the East Bradford Township Trails Committee (TC) (subcommittee of the Parks and 
Recreation (P&R) Board) was held on April 21, 2016 in the McCardle Meeting Room of the Township Building, 666 
Copeland School Road, West Chester, County of Chester, PA 19380-1822.   
 
Committee members present:  

John Spangler, Chairman 
Michael Colley 
Sheila Fleming 
Bob Hawkes 
Maria Kenny 
Josie Parman 
Andy Schaum 
Jacob Singer 
Jim Wakefield 

Committee members absent: 
Tony Blanco 
Joseph Hamel 
Harry Hatzipavlides, Vice Chairman 
Betsey Mehl 
Fred Rothman 

Staff/Professionals present: 
Mandie Cantlin, Trails Committee Liaison and Assistant Township Manager  
Tenley Adams, Property and Recreation Assistant 

Others in attendance:  
 Kendra McMillin, Naturalist 

Ryan Williams, Eagle Scout Candidate 
Susan Williams, mother of Ryan 
  

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by Chairman Spangler.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
MINUTES: Ms. Parman made a motion to approve the minutes from March 17, 2016, as presented.  Mr. Schaum 
seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.   
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Brandywine Creek Greenway and Plum Run Green Corridor – Ms. Fleming and Ms. Cantlin walked the Plum Run 
corridor between the Strode’s Barn and the Tigue property last week.  They talked about expediting the portion of 
the project between Strode Barn and WCU in order to advance the Township’s grant eligibility for this segment.   
Ms. Fleming would still like to aim to host a community gathering for the western portion (Strode’s Barn to the 
Brandywine later this year). 
   

2. End to End Trail Hike – The hike was scheduled for April 9
th
 which turned out to be a snowy day. Mr. Spangler 

said the organizers were thankful to the township for the use of the sign board on Strasburg Road, notifying 
motorists of the hikers.  Mr. Spangler noted he would like to see the Brandywine Trail section between Ingram’s 
Mill Nature Area and Stroud Preserve planning be advanced  in the schedule.  Ms. Fleming will look into this for 
future discussion.  
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3. Brandywine Trail –  
 

a. Rules / regulations – Ms. Adams has been researching the case(s) that led to the WCPD recommending 
specific open/close hours.  Based on the details of the case and West Chester’s own response to the 
decision (e.g. how they amended their ordinance, which does not include specific hours), it appears that a 
simpler approach can accommodate the court decision.   Parks / trails / open space hours would be open 
sunrise to sunset and closed sunset to sunrise except with a special permit issued by the Township. 
 

b. Sugar’s Bridge Replacement – Ms. Cantlin received a response from PennDOT earlier in the week; she 
will review it next week.  The response that was received is positive and is based on the most recent plan 
that was sent to PennDOT from Chester County.  

  
4. Chapel Trail – Mr. Schaum reported that the Camp is entering into an agreement with Penn Trails and that the 

price has been reduced because of the volunteer labor that will be involved.  The installation date will still be the 
Fall of 2016.  Ms. Cantlin asked NLT for an update on the PECO Green Region grant award. 
 

5. M John Johnson Nature Center Off-Site Pedestrian Access - Eagle Scout candidate Ryan Williams was in 
attendance to discuss a possible Eagle Scout Project.  The suggested project would be to create a natural trail 
along the contour lines from the top of the hill on Skelp Level Road to the M. John Johnson Nature Area paved 
trail to allow walkers to stay off the dangerous hill just north of the parking area for Johnson Nature Area.  He also 
suggested that while he has the work crew at the site they could trim back the overgrown trails in the nature area.  
The Trails Committee was in agreement that this would make a good Eagle Scout Project and Mr. Spangler is 
willing to help lay out the proposed trail.  Mr. Williams will forward his work book to Ms. Cantlin once he has the 
project approved by the Scout Council.  Mr. Williams is hopeful that the project can be completed by early 
summer. 

 
6. Naturalist Guided Walks – The spring walk has been scheduled for Saturday, May 15

th
 at 2pm with a rain date of 

Saturday, May 22
nd

 at 2pm.  The walk will take place at the Harmony Hill Nature Area.  Only two people have 
registered so far.  Ms. Cantin suggested that planning for the Fall Naturalist Walk should be started with deciding 
on who will be the guide.  Mr. Hawks suggested William Ryan for the guide.   

  
7. 2016 Trail Blazer Run – To date, 21 people have registered for the event, over $6,000 has been raised, and 29 

volunteers have signed up to assist in the event.  Much of the marketing will occur in map (poster distribution, sign 
posting).  The Township will be looking for people to assist with this effort. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  
 

1. Chester Valley Trail Extension – John Spangler attended the public meeting on March 30. The next task force 
meeting is scheduled for June 23. 
   

2. Comprehensive Plan – The final draft of the plan was distributed last week.  The public meeting before the 
Planning Commission is scheduled for May 3.  The Plan is available on the township website at 
www.eastbradford.org 
 

3. Member’s Trail Inspections – Ms. Cantlin encouraged people to get out and see how parks and trails faired 
through the winter.  Several work days have been scheduled at the Harmony Hill Nature Area this spring/summer.  
All days begin at 9 am: 

 
a. Sunday May 8  
b. Tuesday May 17  
c. Tuesday June 14  
d. Sunday June 26  
e. Tuesday July 19  
f. Sunday July 31  
g. Tuesday August 16  
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h. Sunday August 28  
i. Tuesday September 20  

 

4. Possible Eagle Scout Project – The Township received an inquiry from another Scout who expressed interested 
in organizing a workforce of 20-30 people to do park/trail maintenance. It was suggested that Shaw’s Bridge Park 
would be an excellent venue for this with several items in need of some general maintenance. 
 

5. Wilson Trail – The staff is reviewing information pertaining to the trolley line that was located along Nields Street 
and Sconnelltown Road.  
 

6. Pump Track – The Township has applied for a free demo by the American Ramp Company of a portable pump 
track; waiting to hear if we will get the demo. 
  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: none 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next scheduled meeting of the Trails Committee is May 19, 2016 at 12 noon.   

 
ADJOURNMENT / CONTINUANCE: At approximately 1:30p.m., the Committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Tenley Adams 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
TRAILS COMMITTEE PRIORITIES (2016): 

 
1. Paradise Valley Nature Area (trail improvements, Chapel Trail, & Valley Creek fish habitat improvement) 
2. Mt. Bradford Improvements (meadow restoration, parking area, paved trail) 
3. Brandywine Trail Phase 5 
4. Plum Run Corridor 

 
Other projects that are not prioritized include: 
 

 Bike/ped improvements along Sconnelltown Road (Mt. Bradford to Sconnelltown Park) 

 Brookworth Trails (and connection to WCB) 

 Brandywine Farm 

 Brandywine Trail – Phase 4 (Skelp Level to Ingram’s Mill)  

 Improve / repave trail between Copeland and East Bradford Park 

 Fire Company trail 

 Construct off-road path to improve bike use at Allerton Road / Creek Road / Miner St intersection  

 Guthrie trail easement  

 Ravine to Brandywine Road 

 Sunset Hollow Road  

 Sunset Hollow / Happy Creek / Harmony Hill  
 


