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East Bradford Township 
Trails Committee  

(Subcommittee of the Parks & Recreation Board) 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 21, 2016 
 

The July regular meeting of the East Bradford Township Trails Committee (TC) (subcommittee of the Parks and 
Recreation (P&R) Board) was held on July 21, 2016 in the McCardle Meeting Room of the Township Building, 666 
Copeland School Road, West Chester, Chester County, PA 19380-1822.   
 
Committee members present:  

John Spangler, Chairman 
Tony Blanco 
Sheila Fleming 
Joseph Hamel 
Bob Hawkes 
Maria Kenny 
Josie Parman 
Andy Schaum 
Jacob Singer 

Committee members absent: 
Harry Hatzipavlides, Vice Chairman 
Michael Colley 
Betsey Mehl 
Fred Rothman 
Jim Wakefield 

Staff/Professionals present: 
Mandie Cantlin, Trails Committee Liaison and Assistant Township Manager  
Tenley Adams, Property & Recreation Assistant 

Others in attendance:  
Dave Redmond  
  

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
MINUTES: Ms. Parman made a motion to approve the minutes from May 19, 2016, as presented.  Mr. Schaum seconded 
the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.   
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Brandywine Creek Greenway and Plum Run Green Corridor – Sheila Fleming, Mark Lucas, Bob Struble, and 
Mandie Cantlin walked the corridor between Strode’s Barn and West Chester University and identified a location 
that appears to be preferable to cross Plum Run (within the Tigue property).  They are working towards 
scheduling a meeting with DEP to discuss permitting. Mr. Schaum and Mr. Spangler offered to talk with the 
property owners about the potential stream restoration, proposed crossing, and trail location. 
   

2. Brandywine Farm – Ms. Cantlin met with most neighbors of the northern portion of the Brandywine Farm to share 
and discuss the Township’s vision for the property.  This matter will be on the Supervisors’ August agendas to 
discuss making progress towards easing and subdividing the tract. 
   

3. Brandywine Trail –  
 

a. Rules / regulations – Mrs. Adams updated the draft amendments to the Parks and Open Space chapter of 
the Code.  All of the provisions the TC discussed in May are incorporated into the draft (e.g. Brandywine 
Trail hours are not restricted, overnight parking/camping/sleeping is prohibited, 6-foot leash restrictions 
are provided for in active parks, the Brandywine Trail, and general recreational easements). 
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The Parks and Recreation Board will discuss the draft amendments on Wednesday, July 27, 2016. 
The Trails Committee was in agreement that no additional changes are needed and the draft rules should 
move forward for approval. 
 

b. Sugar’s Bridge Replacement – PennDOT and the Township have finalized the agreement to incorporate 
a new parking lot and trailhead into the bridge replacement project.  This will save the Township 
considerable money going forward.  

 
c. Phase 5 (Skelp Level Road to Stroud Preserve) – In September, a group will be meeting with NLT to 

advance discussions about this trail segment and also the replacement of the bridge at the Stroud 
Preserve that goes over the Brandywine. John Spangler, Chester County Planning Commission 
representatives, and Sheila Fleming will be attendance along with the Township. 

 
The question was raised about why the Township wasn’t pursuing the section of proposed trail from Skelp 
Level to Strasburg Road before the section around Stroud Preserve.  Mrs. Cantlin said because of the 
many obstacles between Skelp Level Road and Strasburg Road (three creek crossings, wetlands and 
road crossings) it would be easier to complete the lower section first.  Mrs. Cantlin said she is hopeful that 
when PennDOT decides to replace the bridge over Valley Creek they can work with them to get a 
pedestrian lane installed. 

 
d. End to End Hike – No discussion. 

 
e. Basin Maintenance – There is a basin located along the section of trail that goes to the parking lot at 

Skelp Level Road that was originally planted as a rain garden, but never functioned as such.  The 
Township worked with volunteers to replant the basin last spring, but the weeds were quick to 
encroach.  The Township is working to coordinate a work day on August 5 at 9 am to remove (or at least 
hinder) some of the invasive plants to make room for the desired vegetation that was planted.  It was 
noted that poison hemlock has become prevalent in many areas around the Township and Chester 
County and everyone should try to stay away from the plant as it can cause many serious issues. 

 
4. Chapel Trail – The Camp is striving to refine the details of the scope with PennTrails and narrow down a date for 

the work – likely in October.  Mr. Schaum is working on the agreement for the project which should be completed 
soon. 
 

5. Timber Top Trail Signage – The arrow signage at Timber Top Trail is in need of replacement, however, the 
signage format could be more informative.  Mrs. Adams presented an alternative format for consideration of trail 
markers showing the mileage around the trail at .25 mile markings.  Two different loops could be created and 
marked with different colors.  The Trails Committee agreed that this was a good idea.  Also the map used to show 
the trail will have more detail within the perimeters of the trail, to use as landmarks when you are on the trail.  
 

6. Naturalist Guided Walks – The planning group has begun working on the fall walk.  William Ryan is amenable to 
leading the hike and will be in touch with dates that work for him.  It is important to select a date and location 
before the next meeting so that staff can develop marketing materials in August. During their last meeting, Parks 
and Recreation raised some thoughts for consideration: 1) could the fee be a deterrent to people.  This was 
discussed and the TC felt that more time/walks are needed to see if this is an issue going forward.  They did not 
feel that only having two walks was enough experience to know if this is a deterrent.  2) Locations need to be 
moved around, as the first two walks were both at Harmony Hill Nature Area.  The TC agreed that the next walk 
does need to be at a different location.  Mrs. Adams suggested Mt. Bradford Preserve as it has many different 
ecosystems: meadows, hardwoods and spring/pond.   

  
7. 2016 Trail Blazer Run – Despite a rainy start to the day, it was a successful event with about 310 registrants. The 

Township received over $9,000 in sponsorships; there were 28 sponsors.  The gross revenue was about $15,800; 
the projected net revenue is around $8,700.  Based on the survey questions asked of the participants, the most 
effective methods of marketing include: word of mouth, large email blasts (Pretzel City Sports, Run the Day), yard 
signs, and promotion at other races (Victory's Run for Ryan, Chester County Half Marathon).  Currently the date 
of next year’s event is being reviewed to see if it will be possible to move it up a week so to not interfere with the 
camp’s schedule. 
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NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  
 

1. Chester Valley Trail Extension – A task force meeting took place on June 23, 2016 and Chester County Planning 
Commission presented the draft recommended alignment.  They will continue to develop the master plan, phasing 
and cost estimates through the summer.  PennDOT is negotiating with Norfolk Southern to possibly purchase the 
P&T corridor which includes the trestle bridge south of Downingtown. The County is scheduled to fly a drone over 
the P&T line in late August.  The next steering committee meeting is slated for September 29, 2016 and the next 
public meeting (during which the County hopes to display the drone footage) will take place in late October.  For 
more information, visit the project website at http://www.landscapes2.org/transportation/cvte.cfm. 
   

2. Bike the Brandywine – The Brandywine Conservancy bike ride is scheduled for September 17.  Sheila Fleming 
said that they are in the process of finalizing the actual route for the ride as they secure the necessary permits 
from PennDOT. Registration is open at http://www.brandywine.org/conservancy/events/bike-brandywine.   
 

3. Comprehensive Plan – The public hearing took place July 12.  The consultant and staff are making some final 
corrections/adjustments, which the Supervisors are scheduled to formally adopt on August 9, 2016. 

 
4. Members’ Trail Inspections – Ms. Cantlin and Mr. Spangler along with a student group from the Downingtown 

United Methodist Church recently cleared some of the trails at the Harry Waite Nature Area to allow better access 
to the property.  Mr. Spangler suggested that youth mountain bikers should be allowed to use the trail as it would 
give them more experience in biking and also help keep the trails open.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: none 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next scheduled meeting of the Trails Committee is August 18, 2016 at 12 noon.   

 
ADJOURNMENT / CONTINUANCE: At approximately 1:30 p.m., the Committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Tenley F. Adams 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.landscapes2.org/transportation/cvte.cfm
http://www.brandywine.org/conservancy/events/bike-brandywine
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TRAILS COMMITTEE PRIORITIES (2016): 
 

1. Paradise Valley Nature Area (trail improvements, Chapel Trail, & Valley Creek fish habitat improvement) 
2. Mt. Bradford Improvements (meadow restoration, parking area, paved trail) 
3. Brandywine Trail Phase 5 
4. Plum Run Corridor 

 
Other projects that are not prioritized include: 
 

• Bike/ped improvements along Sconnelltown Road (Mt. Bradford to Sconnelltown Park) 
• Brookworth Trails (and connection to WCB) 
• Brandywine Farm 
• Brandywine Trail – Phase 4 (Skelp Level to Ingram’s Mill)  
• Improve / repave trail between Copeland and East Bradford Park 
• Fire Company trail 
• Construct off-road path to improve bike use at Allerton Road / Creek Road / Miner St intersection  
• Guthrie trail easement  
• Ravine to Brandywine Road 
• Sunset Hollow Road  
• Sunset Hollow / Happy Creek / Harmony Hill  

 


